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Announcing the Newest Addition Announcing the Newest Addition Announcing the Newest Addition    

to the to the to the    

Homozygous Polled Genetics...Homozygous Polled Genetics...Homozygous Polled Genetics...   

An Extra Special Thanks to              

Art & Sharon Breitkreuz 

for their dedication to improving    

and developing top genetics. 

Arsha's Polled Trooper 67T 

R17922-(P) 129N 

Semen Available Fall 2011 

Bulls & Heifers  

off Trooper also Available 

 

Thanks again to our 2010 Purchasers: 

 - John Guy, Cochrane ON   

 - Crystal Farms, Jasper ON   

 - Brydown Farms Inc., Clinton ON  
 



The days are getting longer and the freshness of 

spring is in the air.  Here in Ontario it has truly 

been a spectacularly traditional white winter.  For 

many of us, winter is a time when we can get 

caught up with paperwork and spend more time 

with our family.  I have been fortunate to spend 

many of days at a near by ski hill, watching my 

wife Jenny (she is the one with the patience) 

teach our eldest daughter Isabella how to ski.  It 

is amazing how quickly they can learn and how 

proud and even old it can make you feel.  

Nontheless it is great to be able to watch Bella 

zoom down the hill as I slowly follow on my 10 

year old snow board.  In the barn, the weather 

seemed to have insulated the pipes more than 

ever and has kept the calves healthy all winter.  I 

guess we should actually be grateful for all the 

snow Mother Nature has dumped our way this 

year – we never saw the grass once since the end 

of November! 

 

Les jours commencent à allonger et on sent la 

fraîcheur du printemps qui approche.  En Ontario 

nous avons eu beaucoup de neige et n‟avons pas 

vu la verdure depuis la fin de novembre.  Grâce à 

la neige notre famille a passé beaucoup de temps 

à skier et ma fille Isabella a appris comment faire 

du ski pour la première fois.  Maintenant elle fait 

du ski mieux que papa.  La neige a bien isolé la 

grange et le froid a gardé les veaux en bonne 

santé tout l‟hiver.  Peut-être le froid n‟est pas si 

mal que ça. 

 

Paperwork, meetings and organizing have been on 

the to-do list for the Canadian Blonde d‟Aquitaine 

Association Board of Directors over the winter.  I 

would like to thank Reed Rigney for his tireless 

efforts and determination on a project that he has 

organized in collaboration with CLRC and BIO and 

through consultation of the Board.  His dedication 

in promoting the importance of tracking the 

Expected Progeny Difference (EPD) within the 

entire Blonde breed is to be commended.  Several 

Blonde breeders and most beef breeders in the 

industry only buy and/or sell bulls that have EPDs.  

It is only natural that we as Blonde breeders keep 

up with the times and focus on performance 

testing and begin to track our own herd EPDs.  If 

we all begin to track our birth weights and 

weaning weights of our calves we will provide 

more data to BIO, through CLRC, which will in 

return allow for the Blonde breed in general 

having more accurate numbers.  I not only 

encourage you all to take part in this important 
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TATTOO LETTER FOR 2011 IS “Y” 

The Canadian Blonde 

d’Aquitaine Association 

Bylaws & Code of Ethics 

are posted on the website. 

BYLAWS & CODE OF ETHICS 

www.canadianblondeassociation.ca 

program but challenge 

you to keep up with 

the program.  I have 

been encouraged by 

Marcel Lachance for 

years to take part in 

BIO and he will be 

pleased that I have 

finally come on board!  

Please take your time and look over the program 

that Reed has detailed in this issue and if you 

have any further comments or ideas please do 

not hesitate to call on one of the board members.   

 

Les directeurs de l‟Association de Blonde 

d‟Aquitaine du Canada continuent de travailler 

fort pour leurs membres.  J‟aimerais remercier 

Reed Rigney pour tout le temps qu‟il a consacré à 

créer un nouveau projet avec la collaboaration de 

CLRC et BIO.  On aimerait avoir des EPD pour 

tous nos animaux afin de rester au courant de ce 

qui se passe dans l‟industrie.  Le but est assez 

simple.  Nous serions obligés de peser les veaux à 

la naissance et de donner les informations à 

CLRC.  De là, CLRC va envoyer les informations à 

BIO pour qu‟il puisse les entrer dans le système.  

On essaie de le faire simple pour que tout le 

monde puisse obtenir un juste prix.  Mon ami 

Marcel Lachance sera ravi que je suive finalement 

le programme de BIO.  Lisez bien le document 

que Reed nous a inclus et n‟hésitez pas à poser 

vos questions à un directeur de l‟Association. 

 

The Canadian Blonde d‟Aquitaine Association 

Directors are also excited about this year‟s Annual 

General Meeting/ Show and Sale to take place 

this September in Lindsay, Ontario.  On top of the  

President’s Message … Message du président  



National they also decided to combine the Cream 

of the Crop Sale The Ontario Blonde d‟Aquitaine 

Association have been busy working through the 

initial details of the AGM and have provided an 

outline of the events in this issue.  We look 

forward to record members and animals showing 

up to this year‟s National event! 

 

Nous sommes enchantés que l„Assemblée 

Nationale aura lieu cette année à Lindsay, en 

Ontario au mois de septembre prochain.  De plus, 

l‟Association de l‟Ontario a decidé de faire sa 

vente “Cream of the Crop” en même temps que le 

National pour avoir la meilleure qualité possible 

de vaches Blondes d‟Aquitaine. Nous espérons 

avoir une exposition de plus de 70 têtes et des 

membres de toutes les régions du pays.   

 

As I was preparing to write this message I 

decided to first review the past December 

message and newsletter.  It reminded me of how 

fortunate we are to have Kathleen Windsor as 

editor of our Blonde Newsletter.  Not only does 

she make a very professional newsletter, but she 

encourages, assists and promotes advertising and 

communication with all our members.  Kathleen, 

along with the support from Myrna Flesch, 

continues to keep the Canadian Blonde 

d‟Aquitaine Association website up to date and for 

this we say thanks.  If you would like to 

contribute an article or advertise on the website 

or in the newsletter please contact Kathleen.  

Remember that the newsletter is always attached  
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The quarterly newsletter features events, articles, and 
programs of interest to members of the Canadian Blonde 
d’Aquitaine Association.  The newsletter is e-mailed to all 
members with e-mail addresses, and posted on the 
Canadian website. Those without an e-mail address 
receive the newsletter by Canada Post. 
 

 Issue Deadline Distributed 
 Summer June 1 June 15 
 Fall September 1 September 15 
 Winter December 1 December 15 
 Spring March 1 March 15 

Member Newsletter 

to the website and is read by breeders around the 

world. 

 

En préparant  ce message, j‟ai décidé de revoir 

l‟annonce du mois de décembre dernier.  Cela m‟a 

fait penser à Kathleen Windsor qui fait un 

excellent travail pour présenter notre race Blonde 

d‟Aquitaine.  Elle encourage nos membres à 

participer en faisant des publicités et en plus elle 

nous aide à bien les former.  Kathleen, avec l‟aide 

de Myrna Flesch fait régulièrement des 

changements sur le site web et pour cela nous 

leur disons merci.  Si vous désirez faire des 

publicités ou envoyer un article, n‟hésitez pas à 

contacter Kathleen.  N‟oubliez pas que tout le 

monde peut lire ces annonces sur le site web! 

 

Cattle prices continue to remain strong and we 

can only hope that this year will be the best year 

to be in the Blonde Beef business yet.  We wish 

you all a happy spring and remind you take some 

time to smell the flowers! 

 

Le prix des bêtes continuent d‟être fort et nous 

espérons que cette année sera la meilleure.  Nous 

vous souhaitons un joyeux printemps et nous 

vous rappelons de vous  arrêter de temps en 

temps pour sentir les fleurs! 

 

Regards, 

Cordialement, 

Ian Kruis, President 

Canadian Blonde d‟Aquitaine Association 

Friendly reminders on ad deadlines for the 
quarterly newsletter are sent to members 

with e-mail addresses. If you do not have an 
e-mail address, mark your calendar today, 

and get your ad to us this coming May. 
You’ll be glad you did! 

 

AD RATES 
 Size Rate GST Total 
 Full page $150.00 $7.50 $157.50 
 1/2 Pg 55.00 2.75 57.75 
 1/4 Pg 40.00 2.00 42.00 
 1/8 Pg 20.00 1.00 21.00 

Toll Free 

1-877-833-7110 



 

Board Member Address Phone Fax E-Mail 

Ian Kruis 
President 

RR 1, 6325 Enfield Road 
Hampton, ON L0B 1J0 

905-263-2930 905-263-2934 farmerkruis@knoxpumpkinfarm.com 

Murphy Baker 
Vice-President 

1050 - 14th Line, RR 5 
Sunderland, Ontario L0C 1H0 

905-985-0563   bakerblondes@andrewswireless.net 

Myrna Flesch 
Sec'y/Treasurer 

Box 334 
Stavely, AB T0L 1Z0 

403-549-2371 403-549-2374 westwind@telusplanet.net 

Ken MacKenzie 
Executive Member 

7401, 4900 - 54 Ave 
Drayton Valley, AB T7A 1V8 

780-542-2268 780-542-7388 kenkb@telus.net 

Paul Ferguson 21 Crystal Rd. RR 3 
Jasper, Ontario K0G 1G0 

613-275-2422   maryellen.ferguson@sympatico.ca 

Dave Kamelchuk Box 32 
Ellscott, Alberta T0A 1B0 

780-675-1227   littlecreekagroforestry@gmail.com 

L. Pierre Léger 1177 - 34c Av 
St-Zotique, QC J0P 1Z0 

450-267-9160 450-267-9166 phanica@hotmail.com 

Ron MacArthur 735 Salisbury Road 
Moncton, NB E1E 1C4 

506-382-6630   rmacarthur@rogers.com 

Reed Rigney Box 5959 
Westlock, AB T7P 2P7 

780-348-5308   rigney@clearwave.ca 

To access the Members Only 

section on the website, please 
contact a Board member for the 

password. This page features 
current and archived Board 

minutes, as well as AGM minutes 

& committee reports since 2005. 

The Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine Association is not responsible for any 

claims made in an advertisement appearing in this newsletter. 
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2011 Board of Directors ... 

KAM BLONDES 

Karl & Ann Musgrove 

Box 106, Charlie Lake, BC V0C 1H0 

(Charlie Lake is near Fort St. John) 

 

Phone: 250-262-3278 

 

“Keeping the Commercial Man in Mind” 

Don't rush to re-treat 
John Maday, Drovers Managing Editor , Drovers Cattle Network 

 

Some of the earlier antibiotics used to treat sick cattle 

were only active for 24 hours or so, but several of today’s 

products work for much longer than that, says Pfizer 

Animal Health veterinarian, Mike Nichols. 

In using these products, he says, it is important to 

observe the post-treatment interval, or PTI. Cattle 

feeders or stocker operators, he says, sometimes 

become impatient when they treat sick cattle with a long-

acting antibiotic such as Draxxin, but don’t see the 

animals improve after a few days. They might be tempted 

to re-treat the animals with a different product, even 

though the original product is active for much longer – 14 

days in the case of Draxxin. Premature re-treatment, he 

says, not only wastes medicine, it causes undue stress 

and could actually hinder the animal’s recovery. The best 

practice, he says, is to treat sick animals, return them to 

their home pens, then allow them to recover for the 

length of time the antibiotic is active. 

mailto:farmerkruis@knoxpumpkinfarm.com
mailto:bakerblondes@andrewswireless.net
mailto:westwind@telusplanet.net
mailto:kenkb@telus.net
mailto:maryellen.ferguson@sympatico.ca
mailto:littlecreekagroforestry@gmail.com
mailto:phanica@hotmail.com
mailto:rmacarthur@rogers.com
mailto:rigney@clearwave.ca


Crystal Farms 
 

Check out the progeny of these two bulls 
at the National in Lindsay 2011. 

 

Senior Herdsire 

Deebran Eldyn 12S 
Sire: Mr. WW Corby 1R     Dam: BD MAU 6LC 

EPDs updated August 2010 
 CE BW WG Milk YG Ribeye 
 -1 .8 56 28 80 1.33 
WB% 55 46 99 97 98 99 

Junior Herdsire 

Crystal Waldo 23W 
Polled Fullblood 

EPDs End of Test March 2010 
 CE BW WG Milk YG Ribeye 
 3 -2.7 65 24 94 .58 
WB% 97 95 99 92 99 75 

Crystal Farms 
Paul & Mary Ellen, Samantha & Phillip Ferguson 

RR 3, 21 Crystal Road 
Jasper, Ontario K0G 1G0 

Tel: 613-275-2422 
Fax: 613-275-1713 

E-Mail: maryellen.ferguson@sympatico.ca 
 

Animals for sale by private treaty. 

**Special thanks to Dave & Ashley McNevan for taking great care of 

looking after and showing our animals at the National in Alberta! 
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Thin cows can be economically devastating as 

beef producers head into spring calving season, 

said Purdue Extension beef specialist Ron 

Lemenager.  

 

"Spring calving cows need to be in moderate body 

condition at the time of calving because it has a 

pretty significant effect on how quickly these cows 

will return to estrus after calving and, 

subsequently, when or if they conceive," he said. 

"If cows are thin at calving, producers can expect 

long postpartum intervals, which means they will 

calve later the following season." 

 

That means instead of having a 365-day calving 

interval, producers may face 13-14 month 

intervals and, ultimately, a loss of productivity. 

 

Thin cows also tend to have lower colostrum 

quality, which means calves aren't able to develop 

the passive immunity they need to protect them 

against disease, cold stress and other stress 

factors. 

Improper cow nutrition proves costly for beef producers 

Source: Purdue University Extension 

"In addition, these thin cows are going to have 

lower milk production, resulting in lighter weaning 

weights of their offspring," Lemenager said. 

 

Ideally, cows should be carrying a moderate body 

condition score, which falls at 5-6 on the 1-9 BCS 

system. In order to evaluate whether cows are at 

a healthy BCS, Lemenager said producers need to 

look past the winter hair coat the animals are 

carrying right now. 

 

"There are three places on the cow that are the 

best indicators for body condition, starting along 

the top line. If you can see bone structure along 

the top line right under the hide, the cow is 

probably pretty thin," he said. "The second place 

is in the rib section. If the cow shows the 12th 

and 13th rib, she's borderline. If you can see 

more ribs - the 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th, the 

cow is too thin. 

 

"The third place to look, and it's the least affected 

by muscle, fill and hair, is right along the loin 
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edge between the 13th rib and the hooks. If a 

producer can see bone structure at the edge of 

the loin, the cow is too thin." 

 

At this time of year, spring calving cows have 

advanced into the last trimester of pregnancy. 

Because of fetal nutrient requirements, correcting 

low body condition scores can be a challenge, but 

it's not impossible if producers can strategically 

supplement the animals. 

 

Because corn prices are so high right now, 

Lemenager recommends beef producers look at  

some alternative feeds such as soybean hulls, 

distillers grains and corn gluten feed, which may 

be more economical. A chart to help producers 

make those decisions is available at 

www.thebeefcenter.com. Also included on the site 

is a how-to video for checking body condition 

scores. 

 

"Producers should be looking at cows monthly and 

using BCS as a wake-up call," he said. "They are 

a good indicator of nutrition and reproduction. If 

cows look to be gaining or losing BCS, producers 

need to evaluate and adjust rations to optimize 

performance and minimize expenses." 

Looking to IMPROVE your herd through AI? 
RHEO Lancaster 113L 

Blonde breed’s BEST Proven Polled Fullblood Sire! 
Offspring TOP in Performance and Show Ring! 

MBRHEO Blondes - Rheo & Sharon Machina, Clifford, Ontario 
rheo@mbrheocattle.com - Phone: 519.327.8646 

Performance Facts 
Trait Leader for: 

Calving Ease - TOP 6% 
Weaning Gain - TOP 2% 
Yearling Gain - TOP 2% 

Post Weaning Gain - TOP 7% 
Scrotal Size - TOP 11% 
(Data from BIO, January 2011) 

Show Ring Facts 
IMPROVES Conformation! 

3 direct offspring shown at 2010 Blonde National Show! 
2010 National Grand Champion Bull - A Lancaster Son 

2010 National Reserve Champion Bull - A Lancaster Son 
2010 National Grand Champion Female - A Lancaster Daughter 

Semen - $30 per straw. Minimum 10 

There was a herd of cattle all standing 

on a hill when an earthquake struck. 

All of the cows fell down, but the bull 

remained standing. The farmer noticing 

this went out and asked the bull, "Why didn't you fall 

down like the rest of the herd. The bull replied, "We 

bulls wobble, but we don't fall down."  
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New Registration & Simplified Performance Program 

for Canadian Blonde Breeders 

The Canadian Blonde d‟Aquitaine Association 

(CBDA) in cooperation with Canadian Livestock 

Records (CLRC) and Beef Improvement Ontario 

(BIO), has developed a new registration and 

performance program.  
 

The CBDA Board of Directors feels that this new 

program is a huge step forward in keeping our 

breed competitive. As a performance oriented, 

terminal sire breed, it is extremely important to 

comparatively measure our growth, carcass and 

other traits using EPDs. It has become a must 

within the industry. 

 

The key element to this program is keeping it 

simple for our members. Beginning with the 2011 

calf crop, each current CBDA member will receive 

a pre-printed cow inventory worksheet from CLRC 

that will list all your breeding age females. This 

worksheet will ask for much of the same 

information as the current registration application, 

but look a little different. We ask that you fill it 

out completely. On this form you will be able to 

apply for animal registration as well as begin the 

performance recording process. The sooner you 

return the worksheet, the sooner your 

performance data will be entered. Calves can be 

registered when the worksheet is returned to 

CLRC, or at anytime afterwards (phone, email). 

Registration fees and CBDA memberships will 

continue to be paid to CLRC. 

 

CLRC will enter all birth data into their system, 

and transfer performance info electronically to 

BIO. CBDA members will have the option of 

becoming a BIO performance program member. 

However, if you choose not to become a 

performance program member, we would still like 

to collect birth information from your herd. We 

also ask those not registering animals to complete 

the form as well. It will help strengthen the EPDs 

for the breed by having more records included. 

Additionally, there will be some of your herd 

history in the system if you choose to become a 

member at a later date. It is also important for 

the integrity of the program that you send  

complete info on all your animals, not just a 

select few. 

 

Those who choose to become a BIO performance 

program member will receive a weaning 

worksheet from BIO after their birth information 

has been entered. If this is completed and 

returned to BIO you will receive a yearling weight 

worksheet. You can also enter information for 

scrotal circumference, hip height and carcass 

traits. BIO will collect all fees associated with the 

performance program. 
 

What do you get for your membership? 

Adjusted weaning weights, yearling weights, 

performance indexes, dam/sire performance 

summaries and herd production summaries. 

EPDs for all your animals. The Blonde 

performance program currently provides EPDs for 

birth weight, calving ease, maternal calving ease, 

weaning weight, yearling weight, milk, scrotal 

circumference, hip height, rib eye area, marbling 

and back fat. 

 

There are additional services included and/or 

available from BIO. 

 

What are the costs? 

$0 for non-BIO members to send birth 

information 

$192/year (plus tax) for herds with 30 

breeding females or less. 

$216/year (plus tax) for herds with 30 to 100 

breeding females. 

$264/year (plus tax) for herds with 101 to 250 

breeding females. 

$1/cow/year for entering info from paper 

forms (BIO members only) 

 

If you have any questions regarding the 

new system please contact: 

Reed Rigney 

Performance Committee Chairperson 

Westlock, AB 

(780) 348-5308 … rigney@clearwave.ca 
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TAKE NOTICE that the 37
th
 Annual meeting of the 

Members of the Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine Association 
will be at Lindsay, Ontario on Saturday, September 24, 
2011. Registration at 8:30 a.m.  Call to Order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
For the purpose of receiving: 

Reports of the Officers and the Financial Statements 
of the Association for 2010 

For the appointment of Auditors 

For the election of Directors 

For the transaction of such other business as may 
come before the Meeting 

 

Annual Meeting 2011 
Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine Association 

Lindsay, Ontario – September 24, 2011
 

For information contact: 
Ian Kruis at (905) 263-2930 or 

Email: farmerkruis@knoxpumpkinfarm.com 
 

Resolutions 
Anyone who wishes to propose any changes to the 
Bylaws must do so before June 30, 2011.  Before any 
proposed change can be considered, it must be sent out 
by the Association with the official call for the Annual 
Meeting at least 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting.  
Please submit proposals for enactment, amendments or 
repeal of bylaws to the Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine 
Association c/o Box 334, Stavely, Alberta, T0L 1Z0 with 
the signatures of two members before June 30, 2011.  
The membership will consider proposed changes at the 
Annual Meeting. Any additions or changes need a 2/3 
majority to pass. If you have any questions or need help 
in wording please call: Ron MacArthur at (506) 382-6630 
or Ken MacKenzie at (780) 542-2268. 
 

Nominations 
At the Annual Meeting this year there will be three 
director’s positions up for nomination. The terms of Ron 
MacArthur, Dave Kamelchuk and Murphy Baker are up.  
You may nominate someone before June 30, 2011 by 
calling Ron MacArthur at (506) 382-6630.  If you are 
nominating someone, it is wise to talk to that person to 
confirm that he/she is a paid-up member of the Canadian 
Blonde d’Aquitaine Association and if that person would 
be willing to allow his/her name to stand.  These 
three positions will be for three year terms. 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
Avis de convocation d’Assemblée générale annuelle 

VEUILLEZ NOTER que la 37ième Assemblée annuelle 
générale de la Société canadienne Blonde d’Aquitaine 
aura lieu à Lindsay, Ontario, le samedi, 24 septembre 
2011.  L’inscription débutera à 8h30, l’AGA débutera à 
9h00. 
 
Pour le but de recevoir: 

les rapports des directeurs et les états financiers de 
la Société pour 2010 

Pour nommer des vérificateurs 

Pour l’élection des directeurs 

Pour la transaction de toutes autres affaires qui se-
ront présentées à l’AGA 
 

Assemblée générale annuelle 2011 
Société canadienne Blonde d’Aquitaine  
Lindsay, Ontario – 24 septembre 2011 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, 

communiqué avec: 
Ian Kruis – (905)263-2930 ou 

farmerkruis@knoxpumpkinfarm.com 
 

Résolutions: 
Toute personne voulant porter des changements à la 
Constitution doit le faire avant le 30 juin 2011.  Avant de 
pouvoir considerer tout changement, il doit être distribute 
par la Société avec l’avis de convocation de l’AGA, et ce, 
au moins 30 jours avant la date de l’AGA.  Veuillez s’il 
vous plait soumettre vos propositions de changements à 
la Constitution à la Société canadienne Blonde 
d’Aquitaine a/s Box 334  Stavely, Alberta  T0L 1Z0.  
Toute proposition doit comprendre la signature de deux 
membres en règle et doit être soumis avant le 30 juin 
2011.  Les propositions soumises seront considérées par 
le members lors de l’AGA.  Toute addition ou tout chang-
ment nécessite une majorité de 2/3 afin d’être approuvé.  
Si vous avez des questions ou avez besoin de l’aide 
dans la rédaction de votre proposition, veuillez commu-
niquer avec Ron MacArthur au (506)382-6630 ou avec 
Ken MacKenzie au (780)542-2268. 
 

Nominations: 
Trois poste de directeurs seront libre lors de l’AGA 2011.  
Les mandats de Ron MacArthur, Dave Kamelchuk et 
Murphy Baker prennent fin cette année.  Vous pouvez 
soumettre le nom de quelqu’un en communicant avec 
Ron MacArthur, avant le 30 juin 2011, au (506)382-6630.  
Si vous soumettez le nom de quelqu’un, veuillez s’il vous 
plait vous assurer que cette personne veut vraiement se 
presenter et que cette personne est member en règle de 
la Société canadienne Blonde d’Aquitaine.  Ces trois 
postes seront pour une durée de trois ans. 
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PINs beat tags 
Better Farming, February 24, 2011  

Radio Frequency Identification 

tags are sticking in the craw of 

beef producers. 

 

Delegates to the annual Ontario 

Cattlemen‟s Association 

convention in Toronto 

Wednesday unanimously 

approved a resolution to lobby 

the Canadian Food Inspection 

Agency to accept Personal 

Identification Numbers on truck 

manifests as an alternative to 

tagging market weight cattle 

that had lost their tags just 

before they went to slaughter. 

 

The proposal would apply only 

to single source lots of cattle 

being sold directly to packing 

plants. 

The resolution called for the 

OCA and the Canadian Cattle 

Identification Agency to take 

the issue to the Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency. All of the 

speakers in favour of the PIN 

number stressed that they 

were in favour of cattle 

identification; they just found 

the use of the tags to be 

unworkable. 

 

Dan Darling, OCA vice 

president and a director to the 

Canadian Cattle Identification 

Agency, says it will be hard to 

sell the federal agency on the 

use of a PIN number on the 

trucking manifest. “I personally 

think a PIN number is a good 

idea. CFIA does not,” Darling  

told the convention. Food 

inspection agency officials 

“want every animal identified. 

 

They don‟t view a PIN number 

as adequate enough under 

traceability.” 

 

The resolution was brought 

forward by delegate Doug 

Scott, who complained the 

fines for a single untagged 

steer or heifer can total 

$1,500, $500 each to the 

producer, the trucker and the 

packer. Tagging market weight 

cattle puts unnecessary 

pressure on livestock right 
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before they are slaughtered, 

and it is dangerous for the 

producer who is doing it, he 

said. 

 

A producer “has absolutely no 

control over tag retention” 

between the farm and the 

packing plant, Scott said. He 

calls the current enforcement 

scheme “an injustice.” 

 

The CFIA refers to the fines as 

“administrative monetary 

penalties.” The penalties are imposed under the 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Administrative 

Monetary Penalties Act by the Canadian 

Parliament. 

 

Guy Gravelle, manager, media relations, CFIA, 

says the penalties were increased last fall to 

“encourage greater compliance by regulated 

parties.” Previously the maximum penalty for 

"minor violations” was $500. It has been 

increased to $1,300. 

Cases can be appealed to the 

Canada Agricultural Review 

Tribunal. “Due diligence” is not 

a 

permitted defense under the 

Monetary Penalties Act.  

 

Gorrie feedlot operator Ron 

Bennett says individual ear 

tags are “redundant” if all the 

cattle in a pen at a packing 

plant are from the same farm, 

he says. Bennett says the RFID 

tags come off too easily; 10 

per cent of the young cattle he receives into his 

feedlot have already lost their tags. 

 

On top of lost tags are issues with RFID tag 

readers, says Chatham producer Mike Buis. A 

producer can get into trouble if the reader at a 

sales yard or packer doesn‟t “pick up” the tag that 

is on an animal. “We have the potential of being 

charged” because a reader failed, Buis said. 

Blonde d’Aquitaine 

Heifers & Bulls For Sale 
 

We are fall calvers! 

Call us or stop in for a visit! 

Our new Member Directory was mailed in October. If you did not 
receive a copy, please contact Ian Kruis at 905-263-2930. 
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L‟Association provinciale 

du Québec a tenu son 

assemblée annuelle des 

membres le 23 février 

2011. 

 

Le nouveau conseil 

d‟administration qui 

vous représentera pour l‟année 2011 est formé 

de : 

Clémence Landry, présidente ** Jean-Pierre 

Lavoie, vice-président ** et les directeurs/

directrice sont Linda Cyr, Gilbert Gauthier, René 

Gravel, David Ladouceur, L. Pierre Léger et  Alain 

Normandin,  Maureen Landry continuera à 

assumer le secrétariat. 

 

The Quebec provincial association held their 

annual general meeting on February 23, 2011. 

 

The board members for 2011 are: 

Clémence Landry, president ** Jean-Pierre 

Lavoie, vice-president ** and the directors are 

Linda Cyr, Gilbert Gauthier, René Gravel, David 

Ladouceur, L. Pierre Léger and Alain Normandin. 

Maureen Landry secretary. 

 

Clémence Landry, présidente 

1395, route 122 

Notre-Dame-du-Bon-Conseil,  QC J0C 1A0 

Phone: (819) 336-3966  

E-Mail: blondaquitaineqc@hotmail.com 

News from Quebec 
Submitted by Clémence Landry  

News from Alberta 
Submitted by Reed Rigney 

Well things have slowed 

down for our Association 

this year without the 

National Show, Sale & 

AGM to plan for, but there 

is always something else to fill our time. We have 

had quite a considerable blast of winter here in 

Alberta as have many other areas across North 

America, thus our time has been filled with 

moving snow and fixing more items than usual 

due to cold weather. 

 

We attended the 2011 Canadian Bull Congress in 

Camrose, and had a bull and booth on display. 

Several new contacts were added to our mailing 

list, but poor weather kept many producers away. 

We also attended the 2011 Pembina Cattle 

Breeders Congress in Westlock. Once again we 

had a booth and bull on display. The 2010 

National Champion bull (Arsha‟s Polled Umpire) 

garnered many favourable comments and 

generated a lot of interest in the breed. Thanks to 

Dave Kamelchuk, Harry & Ryan Nauenburg, (and 

me) for working at these events. 

 

We are halfway through our 2010-2011 Bull Test, 

and have 15 bulls on test. One bull was pulled due 

to excessive riding. Results as of February 19th 

(56 days on test) had a polled fullblood son of 

Little Creek Polled Ustis 41U leading the test. He 

is consigned by Little Creek Blondes and had a 56 

day gain of 4.46 lbs/day with a WPDA of 3.12 lbs/

day. A polled purebred son of Forty Acre Troy 

37T, consigned by Spruce Vale Blondes, is next 

with a 4.43 lbs/day test gain and a 2.91 lb/day 

WPDA. The top WPDA bull is a polled purebred 

son of the French import bull, Tito, consigned by 

Willow Springs Stock Farm. His WPDA is 3.54 lbs/

day with an equal test gain of 3.54 lbs/day. This 

bull (WSS Xcalibur 47X) was also the 2010 

National Champion Bull Calf. A polled fullblood bull 

from Arsha Blondes, and sired by Arsha‟s Polled 

Tobey, has the second highest WPDA at 3.39 lbs/

day with a test gain of 2.45 lbs/day. 

 

The test will be completed by mid-April with the 

bulls also being carcass ultrasounded. Check our 

website for up-to-date results and pictures of the 

bulls (as we get them). If you don‟t have 

computer access we can mail or fax results 

directly to you. There isn‟t an official sale for the 

test, but we have had considerable interest in the 

bulls, so please contact the individual consignors 

No information was received from the Man/Sask 
Association by press time. Please visit their website 

for the latest news. 

ASAP if you are interested in purchasing a bull. 

 

The 2011 Alberta Blonde picnic will be planned for 

June with a date and location TBA. If anyone is 

interested in hosting, please let us know. 

 

Reed Rigney, President 

Alberta Blonde d‟Aquitaine Association 

Box 5959, Westlock, AB T7P 2P7 

Phone: (780) 348-5308 

E-Mail: aba@clearwave.ca 

www.albertablondecattle.com 



                On behalf of the Board of Directors 
             and members of the Canadian Blonde 
d’Aquitaine Association, sincere condolences 
are expressed to Linda and Andre Cyr on the 
passing of Linda’s grandmother in January. 

 

National Sale Consignments 
 

Please RSVP to Ian Kruis if you are interested in 

consigning an animal(s) to the sale so that we 

can arrange a selection committee to view the 

animals. We are committed to only selling the 

best animals! 

 

farmerkruis@knoxpumpkinfarm.com 

or 905-263-2930 
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News from Ontario 
Submitted by Ian Kruis 

The Ontario Blonde 

d‟Aquitaine Association will 

be hosting their AGM at 

Bobby C‟s Restaurant in 

Bowmanville on Saturday 

March 19, 2011 at 1:00 pm. 

All are welcome to attend. We will be formalizing 

plans for the National AGM, Show and Sale.  We 

are pleased to be hosting the event and hope that 

it will be the biggest Blonde Show and best quality 

sale to date.  Mark the date on the calendar! 

 

Here‟s the plans to date: 

 

 

National AGM, SHOW and SALE 
 

Friday, September 23, 2011 
Welcome Reception 8:00 pm 

Lindsay Inn 

 

Saturday, September 24, 2011 
Annual General Meeting 

Registration 8:30 am 

Call to Order 9:00 am 

Lindsay Inn – Meeting Room 

 

National/Cream of the Crop Sale 

Late afternoon/evening 

(exact start time yet to be decided) 

Lindsay Livestock Exchange  

 

Sunday, September 25, 2011 
National Show – 1:00 pm 

Lindsay Central Exhibition 

Purebred Blonde Bulls For Sale 
 

Marcel & Gail Dufault 

Phone: 204-379-2426 
Box 67, Haywood, Manitoba R0G 0W0 

E-Mail: mdufault@prairie.ca 

Bellevue Blondes 

How Many Blonde Cows in Canada? 

 

In 2010 the Canadian Board of Directors provided each 

member with an inventory of their animals listed with 

CLRC. We requested that any animals no longer within 

their herd be crossed off, and that the listing be 

returned to CLRC; 85% of the membership responded! 

For those who have not, please complete the process.  

If you do not have the inventory form any longer we 

would be glad to send you another. 

 

This information allows CLRC to estimate that there 

would be approximately 1,800 Blonde cows in 

production for 2011 (including the registered 2009 

heifers in the Herd Book. This information is also 

important to the Association when we apply for funding, 

or implement programs (e.g. the new Performance 

Program). 

 

If you need a copy of your inventory to update it, 

contact: Myrna Flesch, Secretary/Treasurer 

westwind@telusplanet.net or (403) 549-2371 

See you in Lindsay, Ontario! 
September 23 - 25, 2011 



Steve & Shirley Jackson 

RR # 1 
Westerose, AB T0C 2V0 

Phone: 1-780-586-2800 
E-Mail:  hootch@telus.net 

Purebred Polled 
Blonde d’Aquitaine 

Cattle 
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Photo Contest Judge, Kathleen Windsor, 

is pleased to announce the latest 

winner of our Photo Contest - Myrna 

Flesch of Stavely, Alberta!  Myrna took 

this picture when she was at Paul 

Ferguson‟s in October. 

 

This entry now gives Shirley & Myrna a 

$25 credit towards their next fullblood 

or purebred registration. 

 

The Photo Contest Judging Criteria is on 

the Association website, with a list of 

previous winners. This also makes 

a great 4-H project, so talk to your 4-H 

leader today! 

 

We accept photos all year long, so 

make sure you get your pictures to 

Kathleen at office@windsorgraphics.ca. 

 

Deadline for the next issue is June 1st. 
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Items manufactured from inedible beef by-

products surround us in our daily 

environments. The soap you washed your face 

with this morning; the baseball equipment in 

the closet; even the sheet rock and the paint 

on the walls of your home - all of these 

contain a by-product which is derived from 

cattle!  When you take a photograph of a 

friend or some beautiful scenery you are using 

a beef by- product.  Silver halide crystals are 

the active agent that makes modern 

photography work.  But you have to hold 

them in place somehow, so gelatin (a beef 

byproduct) is used to hold the silver halide 

crystals on the plastic backing to produce the 

familiar photographic films that we use today. 

Beef by-products serve as source materials for 

other industries, including pharmaceuticals, 

chemicals, and textiles. 

 

We normally associate beef as being part of a 

satisfying meal. However, because 99% of the 

beef animal is utilized, items manufactured from 

beef by-products are all around us. Yogurt, car 

tires, drywall and a variety of medicines, including 

insulin, all contain a beef by-product. 

 

The medical world relies on beef by-products for 

many life saving or life improving medications and 

treatments. Our bodies can easily accept a 

medication or treatment made with beef by-

products. Although some medical products and 

treatments are made from synthetic ingredients, 

many are still made more economically from beef 

cattle, thus helping to keep the cost of our health 

care down. 

 

Some frequently used medical products made 

from beef by-products include trypsin (for 

cleansing wounds and ulcers), corticotrophin (for 

treating allergies, arthritis and respiratory 

diseases), iron (for treating anemia), thrombin 

(for blood coagulation), and a huge range of other 

valuable pharmaceutical products. 

 

Beef by-products are also used in all sorts of 

mechanical items. For example, chemical 

manufacturers use the fatty acids of inedible beef 

fats and proteins for the production of lubricants 

and fluids. From industrial cleaners and fertilizers 

to printing ink and high gloss for magazines, 

many useful products are created from beef 

cattle. 

 

Automobile and bicycle tires contain stearic acid, 

which makes the rubber hold its shape under 

continuous surface friction. Even the asphalt on 

our roadways contains a binding agent derived 

from the fat of beef cattle. 

 

The creation of beef by-products is an important 

way for the beef industry to reduce, reuse and 

recycle.  

Whenever we depend on its renewable resources to be part of the world that helps us! 

Beef By-Products enable us to use 99% of every beef animal. 

How many of these are part 

of your everyday life? 
 
bone china leather sporting goods bonemeal biscuits 

luggage boots and shoes paints 

candles pet foods cosmetics 

crayons photographic film plastics 

deodorants shampoo/cream rinses detergents 

soaps shaving cream doggie chews 

textiles fabric softeners floor wax 

toothpaste violin strings upholstery 

insecticides glue marshmallows 

candy chewing gum sausage casings

Did you know that it takes 3,000 cows to 

supply the NFL with enough leather for a 

year's supply of footballs.  Now, why do 

they call it the ol' pig skin? 






