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Early History of Blonde d’Aquitaine in Canada 
The breed entered Canada in September of 1971 with the importation of a bull Fantome (R9), and the bull 
Flambar (R3) followed shortly after. Both were imported by H & F Cattle Company; the “F” standing for the 
Fouillard family of St. Lazare, Manitoba who would be an integral part of the breed until the early 2000’s. Fol-
lowing the importation of the two bulls and widespread semen distribution, an interim Board of Directors was 
created in November of 1972 to facilitate an application for charter status with Ag. Canada. Following the offi-
cial acceptance of the Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine Association (CBDA) in 1973, a new Board of Directors 
was voted in. Included in this original group were Shirley Bilton, who received a lifetime achievement award 
from the CBDA in 2015, and was active in the breed until his passing in 2016 as well as Ken Mackenzie who 
was the first elected President of the Canadian Blonde Association, officially retiring from the breed in 2014. 

The first National Blonde sale was held in January of 1974. It was known as the “Canadian Blonde Bonanza 
Sale” and was held in conjunction with the Canadian Blonde AGM. The event was held in Calgary at the 
Stampede Grounds, and it became a tradition that National Shows and Sales held in Alberta were referred to 
as the “Bonanza”, just as those held later by the Man/Sask Association were known as the “Sweetheart.”  The 
first National Show wasn’t held until 1977, thus becoming the event we all recognize today. 
 
This first sale featured two imported Fullblood open heifers, two imported Fullblood bull calves as well as bred 
and open 50% females. By this time many of the imported cattle were coming from England including the four 
Fullblood animals in this sale. The high seller, West Riddens Importance, was later renamed Double A Impor-
tance, and became a prolific flush cow. Sales results are printed below including an inflation adjustment to 
2013 dollars just to give an idea of the outrageous prices being paid during the “Exotic Craze”. 
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The origin of the Blonde d'Aquitaine cattle breed 
dates back to the Sixth Century, and the invasions of 
France by countries from Central Europe. During that 
era, the conquerors moved east crossing Germany, 
Gaul (France), Spain and into Portugal. These invad-
ers transported weapons and looted goods with them 
carried in vehicles drawn by cattle who also served 
as sources of meat. By following the paths of these 
invasions one finds the following breeds of cattle: 
 

 La June de Franconie in Germany 
 The Blonde breeds of Southwestern France 
 The Blonde breeds of the Iberian Peninsula 

 

It appears that these breeds all developed from the 
same genealogical source, and in France formed 
several strains in regions where the "Bos Aqui-
tanous" were found. (the Western Pyrenees, Quercy, 
and the region around the Garonne River). 
 

In 1961 the French Government combined three of 
these strains/breeds from the Southwest of France to 
create the Blonde d'Aquitaine breed as we know it 
today. An intensive breed improvement program was 
also created at this time which has pushed the breed 
to the third most populous beef breed in France. Car-
cass, growth, calving ease, fertility and milking ability 
are measured, and all animals in the Herd Book are 
type scored to ensure quality within the breed. 
 
THE GARONNAIS STRAIN 
This strain is specific to the lands along the Garonne 
River. Its original habitat or region was along the fer-
tile alluvial banks of the Garonne between Agen and 
Bordeaux. The cattle breeds were named after the 
regions in which they resided - Garonnais and more 
specifically Agenaise, Bordelaise, Creon, etc.  
 

During the Eighteenth Century they were already well 
known as the "good cows that fed Paris". The Garon-
nais were also considered one of the most beautiful 
cattle breeds in France, and thought to be one of the 
greatest work breeds in Europe. The Garonnais bulls 
were well known as good harness animals, and they 
were used in the ports and vineyards. They were 
equally capable of pulling barges along the Garonne 
River before being replaced by horses and the steam 
engine. Furthermore, three month old calves, mature 
cows and fattened bulls were used to provide meat 
for the large cities. At this time very little was being 
done to improve the genetics of the Garonnais. The 
selection of cattle for meat or milk production was not 
fully developed yet, and the principal focus of the 
strain was to produce work animals.  
 

However the Garonnais were considered to possess 
qualities ideal for meat production, and in the first 
part of the Nineteenth Century the farmers of Agen 
put more care into the improvement of their animals. 
Thus at the competition in Paissy in 1845 and 1846 
the five Garonnais animals present were classed 
ahead of the other French breeds with 2593 lbs of 
live weight and 66.5% yield as compared to 2167 
lbs/65.3% for the Charolais and 2112 lbs/64.6% for 
the Limousin. 
 

Organized improvement of the Garonnais breed be-
gan in 1898 with the creation of a Herd Book under 
orders from the Lot et Garonne Regional Council. At 
this time two types of Garonnais could be distin-
guished by their different environments. 
 

 The Garonnais from the hillsides - larger bone 
structure, and a deep coloured hide. 

 The Garonnais from the plains - finer bone, 
lower set build and a fair coloured hide 

 

These two types were combined in the Herd Book, 
and there was some hybridization, but both environ-
ments retained a large influence from their original 
populations. 
 

The improvement continued into the beginning of the 
Twentieth Century with the addition of: 
 

 Local breeding co-ops 
 Travelling judging competitions 
Creation of breeders unions to oversee the se-

lection process 
 

In 1925 recommendations were made to the Garon-
nais breeders for the improvement of the animals 
conformation. Bulls should have a long, thick and 
wide back, while females should have a fine pliable 
skin with a long wide barrel. Both sexes should have 
width of chest, the crops, and the rump. However at 
this time the breed was still used heavily as a work 
animal. 
After World War II the Garonnais breeders were 
faced with changes in the direction of agriculture due 
to increased mechanization. Concerted efforts were 
made to improve the slaughter aspects (veal and 
beef) and calving ease of the breed in anticipation of 
increasing production. At this point the breeders be-
gan to focus on increasing the width of the rump 
which had mainly been ignored until that time. How-
ever, it was only in 1959 that the first Performance 
Control Group was created, and it was chiefly con-
cerned with the Garonnais breed. 
 

In 1845 the population of the Garonnais breed was 
375,000 head, but had increased to 412,000 by 1892 
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due to its popularity as a work animal. From there the 
numbers steadily decreased due to the two World 
Wars, the splitting off of the Quercy breed, increased 
mechanization (no longer needed for work) and cross 
breeding with dairy cattle for increased milk yield until 
they numbered only 200,000 in 1962. 
 
THE QUERCY STRAIN 
Formerly, this name de-
noted a local breed that 
has long since disap-
peared. In 1920 this name 
was renewed when the 
department of Tarn et Ga-
ronne broke away from the 
Garonnais Herd Book to 
create a new Quercy 
breed which was made up 
of the Hill Side Garonnais 
type. In order to further 
differentiate their breed 
from the Garonnais the 
breeders made a wide ap-
peal for cross breeding 
with the Limousin breed. 
This led to a decrease in 
size and growth, and an 
improvement in conformation although they were still 
very similar in type to the Garonnais. In 1920 this 
strain numbered 60,000 head, and that figure in-
creased to 105,000 by 1943. 
 
THE BLONDE DES PYRENEES BREED 
Due to the specific conditions of the Western Pyre-
nees a smaller, lighter bodied breed of "Bos Aqui-
tanous" emerged in that region. Separation of valleys 
within the Pyrenees led to the further distinction of 
several well known groups - Bernaise, Tarbaise, 
Lourdaise, Basquaise, etc. This differentiation ended 
in 1921, and these cattle were combined under the 
name of the "Blonde Des Pyrenees" with a total 
population of 275,000 head.  
This animal was useful in harness as well as for fat-
tening and milk, however World War II created an 
increased need for butter and cheese. Farmers were 
encouraged to become more involved in milk produc-
tion, and by 1953 there were only 150,000 Blonde 
des Pyrenees cattle left as they were above all a 
work animal. However, in certain regions 
(Sounoulou, Morles, St. Palais, St. Jean-Pied-de-
Port, Hasparren) they were also well known for their 
production of slaughter calves, and the trend of the 
breed in those areas was towards improvement of 
butchering traits. Another important fact should be 
noted about the Landes region and the Lower Pyre-

nees: the sharecroppers shared half their yield from 
butchering animals with their Landlords, whereas the 
milk all went to the sharecropper. This encouraged 
farmers to increase milk production of the breed in 
these areas.  

At one time, as with the 
Quercy, the official organi-
zations advocated cross-
breeding with the Limousin 
breed. This lasted until 
1965 and was then aban-
doned, however these 
small infusions had im-
proved muscle through the 
rump and loin regions of 
the Blonde des Pyrenees. 
The breed is recognized 
today as an animal of me-
dium frame, well propor-
tioned, very rugged and 
well adapted to the moun-
tains. It is a better milk pro-
ducing animal than the Ga-
ronnais or Quercy strain. 
The Pyrenees breed also 
has a different horn shape 
than the other strains - with 

upward curving tips versus the downward growing 
horn of the Garonnais and Quercy. 
 
EVOLUTION OF THE BLONDE d'AQUITAINE 
Near the end of the 1950's the French Government 
completed a study to identify cattle breeds with suffi-
cient numbers, and potential for improvement. At that 
time the Blonde breeds from Southwestern France 
were dismissed, not because they lacked potential, 
but because there were not enough numbers - Ga-
ronnais had 210,000 head representing 1.2% of 
French cattle, Quercy 50,000 head or 0.3% and the 
Blonde des Pyrenees 150,000 head or 0.9%. The 
Charolais and Limousin represented 8.8% and 3.4% 
respectively of the national cattle. Thus the idea of 
grouping all of these different Blonde breeds, into 
one representing 2.4% of the National herd, was 
born.  
 

The link between the Garonnais and Quercy strains 
presented only a few difficulties as the separation 
had been quite recent, and in 1961 the Blonde 
d'Aquitaine breed was created. After some work re-
searching the parental links between the Garonnais 
and the Blonde des Pyrenees, the latter was added 
to the Blonde breed in 1962. Blonde d'Aquitaine were 
officially recognized as a breed of National interest 
for the production of slaughter calves in 1963. 

Blonde herd near the French Pyrenees 


