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Crystal Zeth 1Z (Fullblood)

Crystal Zorro 3Z (Polled Purebred)

Sire: Crystal Waldo 23W
Dam: Crystal Xandy 11X

Sire: Crystal Waldo 23W
Dam: Deebran Polled Ina 30X

Featured in the
Cream of the Crop Sale
October 13, Hoards Station, Ontario

Crystal Zayden 15Z
Fullblood
Sire: Crystal Waldo 23W
Dam: Knox Nancy 12N

Crystal Zeke 14Z (Polled Purebred)

Crystal Ziggy 25Z (Polled Purebred)

Sire: Crystal Waldo 23W
Dam: Crystal Sylvia 13S

Sire: Crystal Waldo 23W
Dam: Lavelaine’s Miss Lovesong 2L

Crystal Farms
Paul & Mary Ellen, Samantha & Phillip Ferguson

RR 3, 21 Crystal Road, Jasper, ON K0G 1G0

Tel: 613-275-2422
Fax: 613-275-1713 … E-Mail: ferguson.maryellen@gmail.com
Due to the drought conditions in Ontario, the bull test station is not open in Douglas. These bulls will not be on test this year.
EPDs were not available for publishing in this Fall’s Newsletter, so please phone for information.

Provincial Presidents
Alberta/BC
Reed Rigney
Phone: 780 348-5308
email: rigney@clearwave.ca

Manitoba/Saskatchewan

2012 Board of Directors

Pat Filz
Phone: 306 634-2174
email: fortyacreblondes@sasktel.net

President: Myrna Flesch
Box 334, Stavely, AB T0L 1Z0
Phone: 403-549-2371
Fax: 403-549-2374
westwind@telusplanet.net

Ontario
Ilse Vink
Phone: 613 397-1890
email: jiv@rogers.com

Vice-President: Reed Rigney
Box 5959, Westlock, AB T7P 2P7
Phone: 780-348-5308
rigney@clearwave.ca

Quebec
Clemence Landry
Phone: 819 336-5503

Secretary-Treasurer: Ian Kruis
RR 1, 6325 Enfield Rd., Hampton, ON L0B 1J0
Phone: 905-263-29320
Fax: 905-263-2934
farmerkruis@knoxpumpkinfarm.com

To access the Members Only section on the

Executive Member: Paul Ferguson

current and archived Board minutes, as

21 Crystal Rd., RR 3, Jasper, ON K0G 1G0
Phone: 613-275-2422
ferguson.maryellen@gmail.com

well as AGM minutes

website, please contact a Board member
for the password. This page features

& committee reports since 2005.

Murphy Baker
1050-14th Line, RR 5, Sunderland, ON L0C 1H0
Phone: 905-985-0563
bakerblondes@andrewswireless

Ken MacKenzie
7401,4900-54 Ave, Drayton Valley AB T7A 1V8
Phone: 780-542-2268
Fax: 780-542-7388
kenkb@telus.net

Dave Kamelchuk
Box 32, Ellscott, AB T0A 1B0
Phone: 780-675-1227
littlecreekagroforestry@gmail.com

L. Pierre Léger
1177 - 34c Av., St-Zotique, QC J0P 1Z0
Phone: 450-267-9160
Fax: 450-267-9166
phanica@hotmail.com

TATTOO LETTER FOR 2012 IS “Z”
MARKET YOUR SEEDSTOCK ONLINE
Why not advertise your bulls, cows, heifers, semen or
embryos where the world can see what you have
available! If you have any bulls or females for sale,
embryos or semen, or are looking to buy, this is the
place for you. Use the Canadian Blondes marketplace
to find livestock, hay, or other items you might want.
Text only ads on the Marketplace page are just $5!
Ads with pictures are charged $10 per picture.
FAX OR E-MAIL YOUR INFORMATION:
FAX 905-263-2934
E-MAIL President Myrna Flesch at
westwind@telusplanet.net

Ron MacArthur
735 Salisbury Road
Moncton, NB E1E 1C4 506-382-6630
macarthur@rogers.com

The Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine Association is not responsible for any
claims made in an advertisement appearing in this newsletter.
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President’s Message

Message de la Présidente

Here we are – less than a month to the Annual General
Meeting and Show in Victoriaville, Quebec. This year, the
Quebec breeders are trying a new method of selling their
animals at the National – that of Private Treaty offerings
in the barn. I hope you have marked you calendars and
plan to attend. We have included a Schedule of Events
elsewhere in this Newsletter.

Nous voici – moins d’un mois avant l’Assemblée générale
annuelle et l’Exposition à Victoriaville, Québec. Cette
année, les éleveurs du Québec ont décidés d’essayer
une nouvelle méthode de vente à la Nationale – contrat
privé dans l’étable. J’espère que vous avez marqué vos
calendriers et que vous avez l’intention d’y participer.
Nous vous incluons un horaire des évènements ailleurs
dans ce bulletin.

This year summer has been dominated by extremely hot
weather in Southern Alberta. The pastures were very
good early on but by late July were showing the stress of
too little rain.

Dans la région du sud de l’Alberta, nous avions vécu un
été très chaud. Les pâturages étaient formidables
jusqu’à la mi-juillet – après ça, le manque de précipitation
était très évident.

Bull Test season will be upon us with deliveries to the
Test Centers commencing mid-October to
early November. This is one of the ways
in which to profile your genetics. Don’t
miss this opportunity. Tests will be held at
Douglas Bull Test Center in Ontario, at
Douglas Bull Test Centre in Manitoba and
at Cattleland Feedyards in Alberta.
Contact your Provincial President for
details.
Since the last Newsletter, you should have
received the new 2012 Membership
Directory. This was a Board initiative in
this current year. Directories are only as good as the
information obtained to put into them. Since the
information is derived from the CLRC Membership
Listing, it is imperative to ensure your address, phone
contact numbers and email address for your membership
are current with CLRC.
The show circuits in Quebec and Ontario have continued
in the current year and are generating interest for the
breeders in both of those provinces. These opportunities
to Showcase your herd do not exist in Western Canada
during the summer months.
Once again, our Editor, Kathleen Windsor is watching her
emails to see if breeders are submitting their favourite
cattle pictures into the Photo Contest. Remember, each
winner is given a $25.00 credit towards their next animal
registration, so it makes sending in that picture
worthwhile. Kathleen is the judge of those pictures
submitted to the Photo Contest.

Nous approchons la saison des stations
d’épreuve – l’entrée aux stations
commence la mi-octobre. Les stations
d’épreuve vous offrent un outil
indispensable au niveau des génétiques –
ne manquez pas la chance. Les épreuves
auront lieu à la Station d’épreuve à
Douglas, Ontario, à la Station d’épreuve à
Douglas, Manitoba et à la Station
d’épreuve au Cattleland Feedyards en
Alberta. Veuillez communiquer avec le
président de votre club provincial pour de
plus amples renseignements.
Depuis le dernier bulletin, vous auriez dû avoir reçu le
Répertoire des Membres 2012. Le Conseil
d’administration a décidé de publier un nouveau
répertoire cette année. Puisque les données dans le
répertoire viennent directement de la liste des membres
délivrée par la SCEA, il est avisé de vous assuré que vos
coordonnées au près de la SCEA sont à jour.
Les expositions en Ontario et au Québec sont
nombreuses durant l’été – un luxe que nous n’avons pas
dans l’Ouest. Ne manquez pas la chance de présenter
votre troupeau.
Encore une fois, notre rédactrice, Kathleen Windsor,
attend de recevoir vos photos par courriel pour le
Concours Photos. Chaque gagnant reçoit un crédit de
25,00$ envers leur prochain enregistrement. Kathleen
sera le juge de toutes photos soumises.

May your weaning days go well!

Espérons que vos journées de sevrage ne sont pas trop
stressants!

See you in Victoriaville.

On se voit à Victoriaville!

Myrna Flesch

Myrna Flesch

Call Canadian Livestock Records … www.clrc.ca
Toll Free 1-877-833-7110
CANADIAN BLONDE D’AQUITAINE ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER - FALL 2012
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Membership Directory
The 2012 Member Directory is a
project by your Canadian Board of
Directors.
Information included in the
Directory is what is current with
the CLRC, as of June 7, 2012.
This is a great reference tool for
helping Blonde d’Aquitaine
breeders keep in touch with each
other.
If you did not receive your 2012
Member Directory, please contact
the CLRC at 1-877-833-7110.

PREP: The Saskatchewan Solution
By Pat Filz
Provincial Rat Eradication Program (PREP) is a group effort involving local
governments’ pest control officers, and the general public. PREP has recently
rolled out a new Zero Tolerance Strategy called P.A.I.R. that invites everyone
to get on board.
The PEST CONTROL ACT
indicates that controlling and
destroying rats is the
responsibility of every person
who owns or operates land or
buildings.
The four pillars of the strategy
are Prevention, Access,
Identification and Reporting
(PAIR). Local governments
should be encouraged to enact bylaws focusing on prevention and
enforcement where necessary. Educating and supporting local rat prevention
and control measures are inherent in the strategy.
Keeping an eye on your hay/straw
stacks for signs of infestations and
dealing with it immediately by traps,
bait or any other means at your
disposal means there will be less of
the varmints around. Rat infested
grain is not healthy for man or beast,
so is a good plan to take care. Bait all
the area before you burn or bury an
infested site, because they move
faster than you can.
FYI - a rat can jump 1 meter high and swim .8 kilometers!

TARGET YOUR MARKET!
No business can be all things to all people.
Especially during these tough economic times, you
must spend your money wisely to reach specific
customers and satisfy their particular needs. As
breeders of Blonde d’Aquitaine cattle, your target
market is other Blonde breeders. Taking
advantage of the online ad space on the Canadian
Blondes website, you’ll have a much better chance of capturing those
customers for your business. Remember to place an ad in this
newsletter. It will help you reach those most interested in your
product, and get the biggest bang for your buck!
CANADIAN BLONDE D’AQUITAINE ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER - FALL 2012
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Modification du Programme de lutte contre la
fièvre charbonneuse

Anthrax Program Changes
The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) is making
adjustments to its anthrax program. The Agency will no longer:
• investigate and quarantine anthrax-infected premises
• collect and submit samples for testing
• provide an initial dose of anthrax vaccine for affected herds
• oversee carcass disposal, cleaning and disinfection
• pay an indemnity to help cover the cost of disposing of
animal carcasses
These changes will come into effect on April 1, 2013.
Why are these changes being made?
Vaccination is an effective way to protect livestock from
anthrax. The vaccine is available to veterinarians through
regular distribution channels.
These changes are part of a broader effort to modernize the
CFIA's approach to managing certain federally reportable
animal diseases that are established in Canada.
What can livestock producers do to reduce the risk of
anthrax?
Livestock producers will continue to play a pivotal role in
protecting their animals from anthrax. Producers are
encouraged to speak to their veterinarian about having their
animals vaccinated early in the spring, especially if their herd is
in an area where anthrax has been found before.
Producers should also:
• avoid giving hay that was cut close to the soil or feed that
had contact with soil to non-vaccinated animals
• thoroughly clean and disinfect equipment and footwear that
may have had contact with contaminated soil
• wash clothes worn when tending to sick animals separately
from the rest of the household laundry.
More at www.inspection.gc.ca

Member Newsletter
The quarterly newsletter features events, articles, and
programs of interest to members of the Canadian
Blonde d’Aquitaine Association. The newsletter is emailed to all members with e-mail addresses, and
posted on the Canadian website. Those without an email address receive the newsletter by Canada Post.
Issue
Winter
Spring
Summer
Fall

Deadline
Dec 1
March 1
June 1
Sept 1

Distributed
Dec 15
March 15
June 15
Sept 15

L'Agence canadienne d'inspection des aliments (ACIA) apporte
des modifications à son Programme de lutte contre la fièvre
charbonneuse et ne procédera plus à ce qui suit :
• enquêter dans les exploitations dont les animaux sont infectés
par la fièvre charbonneuse et mettre celles ci en quarantaine;
• prélever et soumettre des échantillons aux fins d'analyse;
• administrer une dose initiale du vaccin contre la fièvre
charbonneuse aux troupeaux qui en sont infectés;
• veiller à l'élimination des carcasses ainsi qu'au nettoyage et à
la désinfection connexes;
• verser une indemnité visant à couvrir le coût d'élimination
des carcasses d'animaux.
Ces modifications prendront effet le 1er avril 2013.
Pourquoi ces modifications sont elles apportées?
La vaccination est un moyen efficace de protéger le bétail
contre la fièvre charbonneuse. Les vétérinaires privés peuvent
se procurer les vaccins par l'entremise de réseaux de
distribution normaux. Ces modifications font partie d'un effort
plus vaste visant à moderniser l'approche de l'ACIA au chapitre
de la lutte contre certaines maladies animales à déclaration
obligatoire au Canada qui se sont établies au pays.
Quelles mesures peuvent prendre les éleveurs de bétail pour
réduire le risque de fièvre charbonneuse?
Les éleveurs de bétail continueront de jouer un rôle essentiel
dans la protection de leurs animaux contre la fièvre
charbonneuse. On les encourage à discuter avec leur vétérinaire
de la vaccination de leurs animaux au début du printemps,
surtout si leur troupeau se trouve dans une zone où la maladie a
été détectée auparavant.
Les éleveurs devraient également :
• éviter de donner aux animaux non vaccinés du foin coupé
près du sol ou des aliments du bétail qui ont été en contact avec
le sol;
• nettoyer à fond et désinfecter l'équipement ainsi que les
chaussures ayant pu entrer en contact avec le sol contaminé;
• nettoyer les vêtements qu'ils ont portés pour s'occuper des
animaux malades séparément des autres vêtements.

Friendly reminders on ad deadlines for the quarterly
newsletter are sent to members with e-mail addresses.
If you do not have an e-mail address, mark your calendar
today, and get your ad to us this coming December.
You’ll be glad you did!

AD RATES
Size
Full pg 4/C
Full pg B/W
1/2 Pg
1/4 Pg
1/8 Pg

CANADIAN BLONDE D’AQUITAINE ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER - FALL 2012

Rate
$150.00
90.00
55.00
40.00
20.00

GST
$7.50
4.50
2.75
2.00
1.00

Total
$157.50
94.50
57.75
42.00
21.00
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NEW ALL-BREEDS BULL & HEIFER
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE OPENS

Article reprinted from Blonde Country
Volume 3, Number 5 - October 1977

Scott Stock Farm Ltd. is pleased to announce the
opening of a new all-breeds bull and heifer development
centre in south-central Alberta, offering purebred
breeders more than 60 years of beef care and
management experience.
Scott Stock Farm Bull & Heifer Development Centre is a
hands-on, customer focused operation run by the father
and son team, Earl and Jonathan Scott. The facility, near
Crossfield, just north of Calgary, was the first built in the
region to meet Natural Resources Conservation Board
(NRCB) specifications and boasts a handling system
designed by internationally-known livestock specialist, Dr.
Temple Grandin.

individual programs to meet the needs of their bulls and
heifers at the centre. We are a personal hands-on
operation at competitive rates and unique with no
minimum number of cattle required to come here for
development."

"Our goal is to give customers a quality orientated
program with superior health standards all backed by a
high level of individual customer service," explained Earl
Scott.

Customers at the pristine centre will have options which
include heifer A.I. service; monthly bull weighing;
ultrasound for ribeye, backfat and intramuscular fat;
clipping and grooming; and marketing the cattle direct
from the premises.

"Our nutritional feeding program is focused on a high
percentage roughage ration to maximize growth with
feeding programs tailored to each beef breed."

More information on Scott Stock Farm Bull & Heifer
Development Centre, including customer testimonials,
can be found on the web at www.scottstockfarm.com.

Jonathan says, "We are not a one size fits all
development centre. Our goal is to provide customers

See their ad on the Inside Front Cover of this newsletter.

Eric Doran from Bogart Blondes was rightfully very
proud of his purebred heifer, Bogart Yvette 5Y,
named Reserve Junior Heifer in the Other Breeds
Division at the 2012 Quinte Exhibition!
She was competing against all breeds except for
Maines and Herefords! This is the first time a
Blonde has EVER won a class at this exposition.
Yvette’s sire is Crystal Wilmer 19W; her dam is
Holburn Nancy 24N. The judge really liked her
thickness and depth of body. This May 2011 heifer
also shows the great breed character of easy
keeping and muscle development. Eric feels she is
the most complete heifer in the herd, combining
genetics for calving ease, muscle and growth.
Eric is a Junior Blonde member. Congratulations!
CANADIAN BLONDE D’AQUITAINE ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER - FALL 2012
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Notice of Annual General Meeting
Avis de convocation d’Assemblée générale annuelle
TAKE NOTICE that the 38th Annual meeting of the
Members of the Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine Association
will be at Victoriaville, Quebec on Friday, October 5,
2012. Registration at 9:00 a.m. Call to Order at 9:45 a.m.
For the purpose of receiving:
Reports of the Officers and the Financial Statements
of the Association for 2011
For the appointment of Accountants
For the election of Directors
For the transaction of such other business as may
come before the Meeting

Annual Meeting 2012
Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine Association
Victoriaville, Quebec – October 5, 2012
For information, contact Ian Kruis
farmerkruis@knoxpumpkinfarm.com
Resolutions
The membership will consider proposed changes at the
Annual Meeting. Any additions or changes need a 2/3
majority to pass. If you have any questions or need help
in wording please call: Ron MacArthur at (506) 382-6630.

Nominations
At the Annual Meeting this year there will be three (3)
director’s positions up for nomination. The terms of Reed
Rigney, Ian Kruis and Pierre Leger are up. These three
positions will be for three year terms.

Host Hotel - Hotel Le Victorin
Our AGM Host Hotel is the the Hotel Le Victorin.
19 boul. Arthabaska Ext, Victoriaville, Quebec G6T 0S4
Telephone: 819-758-0553 ... Fax: 819-758-9914 ...
Reservations: 1-877-845-5344, must pay by credit card
When making your reservation please state you are with
the Quebec Blonde d'Aquitaine Association.

VEUILLEZ NOTER que la 38e Assemblée annuelle
générale de la Société canadienne Blonde d’Aquitaine
aura lieu à Victoriaville, Quebec, le vendredi, 05 octobre
2011. L’inscription débutera à 9h00, l’AGA débutera à
9h45.
Pour le but de recevoir:
les rapports des directeurs et les états financiers de
la Société pour 2010
Pour la nomination des comptes
Pour l’élection des directeurs
Pour la transaction de toutes autres affaires qui
seront présentées à l’AGA

Assemblée générale annuelle 2012
Société canadienne Blonde d’Aquitaine
Victoriaville, Quebec – 05 octobre 2012
Pour de plus amples renseignements,
communiqué avec Ian Kruis
farmerkruis@knoxpumpkinfarm.com
Résolutions:
Les propositions soumises seront considérées par le
members lors de l’AGA. Toute addition ou tout
changment nécessite une majorité de 2/3 afin d’être
approuvé. Si vous avez des questions, veuillez
communiquer avec Ron MacArthur au (506)382-6630.

Nominations:
Trois poste de directeurs seront libre lors de l’AGA 2011.
Les mandats de Reed Rigney, Ian Kruis et Pierre Leger
prennent fin cette année. Ces trois postes seront pour
une durée de trois ans.

Remember, this year’s National Show
features Fullblood animals only.

Réservation de chambres pour la Convention annuelle de
l'Association Canadienne
Vous devez réserver au 1-877-845-5344 avant le 3
septembre 2012 pour profiter du taux réduit.
Téléphone: 819 758-0553 ... Télécopieur: 819-758-9914
Paiement par carte de credit seulement et mentionner
que vous faite partie du groupe de l'Association Blonde
d'Aquitaine du Québec.
CANADIAN BLONDE D’AQUITAINE ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER - FALL 2012
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If you have e-mail but are still
receiving your newsletter by
Canada Post, please send the CLRC
your e-mail address. It costs about
$2.00 for every newsletter we have
to mail. Sending by e-mail will save
us postage, envelopes, printing, &
labour costs.

BYLAWS & CODE OF ETHICS
The Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine
Association Bylaws & Code of
Ethics are posted on the website.
www.canadianblondeassociation.ca

CANADIAN BLONDE D’AQUITAINE ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER - FALL 2012
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No information was received from the Ontario
Association by press time. Please visit their website at
www.ontarioblondes.com for the latest news.

CANADIAN BLONDE D’AQUITAINE ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER - FALL 2012
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Polled & Horned

Fullbloods & Purebreds

News from Alberta
Submitted by Reed Rigney

Blonde d’Aquitaine Cattle
Ron MacArthur & Family
735 Salisbury Rd, Moncton, NB E1E 1C4

Ph: 506-382-6630

We have certainly been blessed
here in Alberta compared to the
drought that most of North America
has gone through this year. We
can only hope that 2013 brings a return to normal rainfall
for those of you who were short this year.

Offspring from the Breeds’ Top AI Sires

News from Man/Sask
Submitted by Pat Filz

There has been no activity regarding
the Man/Sask Association as per
meetings, however we tend to stay in
touch through the use of our
computers and the general grapevine that always seems
to flourish when there is a group of people with similar
interest.
The Blonde cattle breed thrives very well no matter what
the weather throws at them. We have seen them out
sunning themselves on a + 30 degree day instead of
seeking shade or eating well in –30 degree weather. In
our flooded pasture, they learned to swim from hummock
to hummock and thrived well that way, too.
There has been reported two very sad happenings for our
people here. The Dunfields, who retired from cattle,
(Mountain View Blondes) lost their great grandson to
S.I.D.S at the age of 15 months. And, an old friend of our
breed, John Carlisle, passed away Aug 14. It is reported
that he died on his tractor, still working. We all have
memories of him at the barns during our sales, and the
great cattle he had.

Condolences are
extended to the family of
John Carlisle of Carroll,
Manitoba. John and wife
Debbie are long time
breeders of Blonde cattle. For several
years, John and family showed Blondes at Agribition in
Regina, at the Keystone Center in Brandon and at the
Calgary Stampede. John passed away August 14, 2012.

We’d like to take this opportunity to thank Dave and Janet
Kamelchuk for hosting our field day in June. It was a
great day, with good company and we saw some good
cattle as well. Thank you to all who made the trip as well.
It’s always nice to catch up with everyone face to face.
Also keep in mind our Annual meeting which will be held
in late November. It is another great opportunity to meet
and visit your fellow breeders while helping set the
direction of the Association for the upcoming year. An
exact date, time and location have yet to be set. All
Alberta members will be contacted prior to the meeting to
confirm this information.
The Alberta Blonde Bull Test is once again being planned
for 2012-2013. The bulls will start their warm-up period in
early November. One change will be the departure of
Colin & Felicity Manuel, who dispersed their cow herd
this spring. Their bulls were always among the top
gainers, and they had steadfastly sent bulls to the test
even when they were the only contributors. They, and
their bulls, will be missed. On that note, if anyone is
interested in testing bulls this winter, please contact the
Association for more information.
The Alberta Blonde Association has been asked to host
the 2013 Blonde National Show. While we have yet to
formally accept, tentative planning has begun. We would
hold the event at the Olds Fall Classic in Olds, Alberta.
The event runs from October 3-6, 2013 with the show on
the afternoon of Friday the 4th and the meeting on
Saturday the 5th. The Olds Fall Classic is an all breeds
show, the second largest (maybe soon to be largest)
cattle show in Alberta and has top notch newly
constructed facilities. Olds is close to the Calgary airport
and the Rocky Mountains for those of you coming from a
distance.

www.albertablondecattle.com

CANADIAN BLONDE D’AQUITAINE ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER - FALL 2012
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Nouvelles de l’Association Blonde d’Aquitaine du Québec
Pique nique annuel (Expo Bœuf Victo 2012) :

L’Association tiendra son pique nique annuel dans le cadre de l’Expo Bœuf Victo 2012, les membres en règle
de l’Association recevront une invitation officielle par la poste.
Date des Expositions 2012

Expo Richmond :
Expo Bœuf (Victoriaville) :
Expo Lindsay (Ontario) :

DU 6 AU 9 SEPTEMBRE 2012
DU 5 AU 7 OCTOBRE 2012
DU 19 AU 23 SEPTEMBRE 2012

Vous êtes intéressé à exposer des animaux et de participer aux jugements. Prenez note qu’Expo Bœuf Victo
est ouvert à tous les éleveurs à travers le Canada, des animaux Fullblood seulement. Pour plus
d’informations veuillez contacter Clémence Landry au 819 336-5503 ou L. Pierre Léger (pour parler en
anglais) au 450 267-9160.
Convention Nationale 2012 (Assemblée annuelle)

Nous avons besoin des membres en règle pour assister à l’assemblée annuelle de l’Association Canadienne
qui aura lieu le 5 octobre 2012 de 10h00 à 15h00 à la Salle du Centenaire du Comité Conjoint des Races de
Boucherie du Québec (CCRBQ) au 12 rue Aréna, Victoriaville (Québec) G6P 4K1. Vous avez des questions
ou de commentaires à faire au Conseil d’administration de l’association canadienne, c’est le temps, il y aura
traduction électronique Français/Anglais & Anglais/Français.
Pour plus d’informations, vous pouvez visiter notre site Internet : www.blondaquitaineqc.com

News from the Blonde d’Aquitaine Québec Association
Annual picnic (Expo Beef Victo 2012) :

The annual picnic will be held during the Expo Beef 2012 in Victoriaville, all paid up members of the
association will receive an invitation by mail.

Dates of the 2012 Exhibitions :
• Richmond Fair :
• Expo-Boeuf (Victoriaville)
• Expo Lindsay (Ontario)

September 6 thru September 9th, 2012
October 5th thru October 7th, 2012
September 19 thru September 23rd, 2012

For those interested in showing subjects at the different expositions, please contact Clémence Landry
819 336-5503 or for English speaking only L. Pierre Léger 450 267-9160. Please note that Expo Boeuf
Victoriaville welcomes the out of Québec breeders at the show, Fullblood animals only.

National Convention 2012 (AGM) :
We need members in good standing to attend the annual meeting of the Canadian Association which will be held
October 5, 2012 from 10:00 to 15:00 at the Centennial Hall of the CCRBQ, the address is 12 Arena street, Victoriaville
(Quebec) G6P 4K1. You have questions or comments for the Board of Directors of the Canadian Association, here is
your chance to do so, there will be electronic translation English / French & French / English.
For more information, please visit our website: www.blondaquitaineqc.com

Maureen Landry, secrétaire
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Photo Contest Judge, Kathleen Windsor, is
pleased to announce the latest winner of our
Photo Contest - Rheo Machina of Clifford, Ontario.
This picture is of two old matriarchs of the Blonde
breed: DRM Nevada 08N and MBRHEO Nikki
313N. Here they pose for a picture as drought
looms across Ontario.
This entry now gives Sharon & Rheo a $25 credit
towards MBRHEO Blondes’ next fullblood or
purebred registration.
“The lighting is what makes this photo so special,”
says Windsor. “That, and that there was lots of
grass at the bottom of the original photo (cropped off here) which makes for great caption space or
navigation bars if used on a website.”
The Photo Contest Judging Criteria is on the Association website, with a list of previous winners. This also
makes a great 4-H project, so talk to your 4-H leader today!
We accept photos all year long, so make sure you get your pictures to Kathleen at
office@windsorgraphics.ca.

Deadline for the next issue is December 1st.

Blonde Performance Program
By Reed Rigney

Well it’s getting close to that time of year again for most
cattleman; time to assess, wean and register the 2012
calves. This is the second year that the CLRC has mailed
out the improved Herd Inventory/Calf Registration forms.
I, for one, find it to be a time saver. There is far less
writing to do on this new multi animal form versus the old
single sheet applications. I do grant, however, that some
of the writing is a tad small.
Once again I encourage everyone to fill out these
application forms fully and return them to the CLRC, even
if you don’t plan on registering the calves. The birth
weight and calving ease information that you provide will
be added to the BIO program, increasing the data from
across the Blonde population and making all of the
previously mentioned EPDs more accurate. There are
detailed instructions for completing the forms on the back
of the sheet; please pay special attention to the
management box when reporting calving ease and birth
weight.
I also encourage all of you to take the extra time to collect
weaning weights on your calves this fall, and yearling
weights in the spring. These weights can then be placed
into the BIO program to improve our breed’s performance
measuring ability. Unless you become an official member

of the BIO program, the weaning and yearling weights will
have to be submitted to the Performance Committee for
inclusion in the BIO program. As I have said before, as a
breed that is oriented towards performance, we need a
better system than simply eye-balling the cattle.
The Canadian Blonde Association is paying for the
inclusion of this information, so there is no direct cost to
the breeder at this time. If, at a later date, you decide to
enter the performance program, your herd will already
have well-established EPDs. While EPDs are not the end
all and be all, they can be a valuable tool in the selection
of breeding stock. More often than not, those that refute
the value of EPDs are those who do not fully understand
how the information is gathered and calculated. The more
information that comes in, the more accurate and
valuable EPDs become for measuring traits across
different herds.
I am very passionate about the need for our breed to
catch up with the rest of the industry in assessing
performance, and I am more than willing to answer
questions you may have and walk you through any part
of the Performance Program, from filling out the forms, to
how interpret the EPDs.
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