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President’s Message

Message de la Présidente

In the blink of an eye, summer is gone. Fall is upon us and that means show
season at the local fall fairs is here. The leaves on the trees are turning and
beginning to fall; the bean fields have turned yellow; all the kids have headed
back to school; Rick Drinkill is greasing the bolts on his snowplow
in anticipation. It’s those months of the year we love and hate
at the same time.

En un clin d’œil, l’été est fini. L’automne est là et cela signifie que la saison des
expositions aux foires automnales locales est arrivée. Les feuilles sur les arbres
changent de couleur et commencent à tomber; les champs sont jaunes; tous
les enfants sont retournés à l’école; Rick Drinkill est en train de
graisser les boulons de son chasse-neige en attendant. Ce sont
les mois de l’année que nous aimons et détestons en même
temps.

The trials and tribulations for the first half of the year change
from farmer to farmer, depending on where you’re located and
how the weather has treated you. While some folks I spoke to
had concerns about their pastures, many seem to be positive
about the crop yields this year to date.
While the summer months can be slow in terms of association
functions, there still has been a lot of work going on behind the
scenes. The Cream of the Crop catalogue is in the final stages of
completion. An online version has been available through the
Ontario Association Facebook page, with cattle added as they
were submitted to the Sales Committee.
The Quebec and Ontario Picnic’s were both hosted the same weekend. In
Quebec, their Association teamed up with the Piemontese and Parthenais
Associations for a combined picnic hosted by Guy and Louis-Phillipe Lalande.
The Ontario picnic was hosted by Crystal Farms, the 2017 Breeders of the Year.
Paul, Mary Ellen, Samantha, Jenna and Phillip were fantastic hosts who provided
a delicious meal along with top notch cattle to admire. A strong turnout by our
membership and extended Blonde family made the day fun filled with many
jabs and jokes tossed around. Making the day even more memorable, Uncle Don
Dunham, proud new owner of the legendary pitchfork, showed off his skills on
the air guitar. Some say he resembled a young Pat Benetar, others suggested he
was a more handsome Luke Bryan. For now, I’ll leave that open for discussion.
While these fun events have passed, there are still many more available to
attend. The 2018 National Show hosted by the OBdAA is being held at the
Markham Fairgrounds on Saturday, September 29th. The OBdAA will also be
hosting their annual Cream of the Crop Sale on Saturday, October 27th followed
by the National banquet dinner and mini auction that evening in Trenton.
Sunday, October 28th will be the CBDA National AGM. While no events are
mandatory, I urge all members (and those wanting to become members) to take
part in each and every event. Whether it’s for fellowship, information or to have
your voice heard on the various on goings of the association - these events are
key channels to do so. Remember to book your hotel rooms and reserve your
tickets to the banquet dinner! Also, please do not forget that Bull Test season
is quickly approaching. Performance testing is a key to helping our breed move
forward, so consider putting your top Blonde bull calves on test this winter.
For those that I will not have the pleasure of seeing or talking to over the coming
months, I wish you well as you finish up your field work and preparations for the
winter ahead. May all your cattle be fat and healthy, your stockers top the sale,
your ribbons be red, and your family stay safe and sound.

Yours Truly,

Nicholas Boyd
Cover: Photo courtesy of Emily Fee
(Fee Haven Farms) Pictured: Fee Haven Abigail
The Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine Association
is not responsible for any claims made in an
advertisement appearing in this magazine.

Les épreuves et les tribulations de la première moitié de
l’année varient d’un agriculteur à l’autre, en fonction de
l’endroit où vous vous deneureù et de la température que
vous avez eu. Bien que certaines personnes à qui j’ai parlé
aient des inquiétudes à propos de leurs pâturages, beaucoup
semblent être optimistes quant aux rendements des récoltes
cette année.
Alors que les mois d’été peuvent être tranquilles en termes
d’activités d’association, il y a encore beaucoup de travail
en coulisse. Le catalogue Cream of the Crop est en voie
d’achèvement. Une version en ligne est disponible sur la page Facebook de
l’Association de l’Ontario, avec des bovins qui s’ajoutent au moment de leur
inscription au comité des ventes.
Les pique-niques du Québec et de l’Ontario ont tous deux eu lieu la même
fin de semaine. Au Québec, l’association a organisé le pique-nique avec les
associations Piémontais et Parthenais chez Guy et Louis-Phillipe Lalande de StAndré d’Argenteuil.
Crystal Farms, les éleveurs de l’année 2017, était les hôtes du pique-nique
de l’Ontario. Paul, Mary Ellen, Samantha, Jenna et Phillip étaient des hôtes
fantastiques qui ont offert un délicieux repas et du bétail de première qualité
à admirer. Une forte participation de nos membres et de la famille Blonde
élargie ont fait de cette journée un événement rempli de blagues et de petits
coups. Pour rendre la journée encore plus mémorable, l’oncle Don Dunham,
fier nouveau propriétaire de la fourche légendaire, a montré ses talents avec la
guitare à air. Certains disent qu’il ressemblait à un jeune Pat Benetar, d’autres
suggéraient qu’il était un plus beau Luke Bryan. Pour l’instant, je laisse cela
ouvert à futur discussion.
Bien que ces événements amusants se soient écoulés, il reste encore beaucoup
à voir. L’Exposition National 2018 organisé par l’OBDAA se tiendra au parc
des expositions de Markham samedi le 29 septembre. L’OBdAA accueillera
également la vente annuelle du Cream of the Crop samedi le 27 octobre, suivie
du banquet national et de la mini-vente aux enchères à Trenton. Le dimanche
28 octobre sera l’AGA nationale de la CBDA. Bien qu’aucun événement ne
soit obligatoire, j’encourage tous les membres (et ceux qui souhaitent devenir
membre) à participer à chaque événement. Que ce soit pour fraterniser, pour
de l’information ou pour que votre voix soit entendue sur les divers activités de
l’association - ces événements sont les opportunités clefs pour le faire. N’oubliez
pas de réserver vos chambres d’hôtel et réservez vos billets pour le banquet! De
plus, n’oubliez pas que la saison des stations d’épreuves approche à grands pas.
Les tests de performance sont essentiels pour aider notre race à progresser, alors
pensez à inscrire vos meilleurs taureaux Blonde cet hiver.
Pour ceux que je n’aurai pas le plaisir de voir ou de discuter au cours des
prochains mois, je vous souhaite bonne chance pour la fin de vos récoltes et
de vos préparatifs pour l’hiver à venir. Que tous vos vaches soient grosses et en
bonne santé, que vos veaux arrivent en tête des ventes, vos rubans soient rouges
et que votre famille reste saine et sauve.

Sincèrement vôtre,

Nicholas Boyd

Traduction : Maureen Landry

NEWS
ALBERTA / BRITISH COLUMBIA

MANITOBA / SASKATCHEWAN

Fall is upon us. In this part of Alberta,
north of Edmonton, we have had
adequate to more than adequate
moisture. Feed is plentiful and
the crops look good, however the
Southern parts of Alberta and into
Saskatchewan and Manitoba are
dealing with drought and in some
cases severe. This has put pressure
on the feed market and cull cows,
though feeder cattle are still strong
as of writing this.

Hello to everybody out there. I hope
your spring and summer season has
been all that you would wish for in
the way of rain, hay and growth in
your calves.

Blondes will be exhibited at Farmfair
International (Edmonton) from
November 7-11 with the show being
Wednesday Nov 7 at 3:30 pm. If
you’re in the area please take the
time to stop in and check us out.
The 2018 Alberta Blonde AGM will
be held Saturday November 24
at 1 pm. It will be held at Willow
Springs Stock Farm (the Rigneys)
near Westlock, with lunch served
prior to the meeting. This will also
be the arrival day for bulls entering
the Alberta Blonde Bull Test. The
bulls area fed at Willow Springs for
the winter. For more information
on either event please contact Reed
Rigney 780-348-5308.
2019 marks Alberta’s turn to host
the National Show and AGM. We
plan to hold it at the Olds Fall Classic
once again (Oct 3-6). It is a great
venue, a great town and provides
the opportunity for visitors to see
Calgary and Banff National Park
which are both close by.
by Reed Rigney

Most farmers in the Interlake region
have been supplementing pastures
with hay as they are bone dry. Those
that have pasture insurance will be
compensated by it. Hay is very scarce
and price range runs from $75 to $125
per bale if available. The first cut was
very good, though the second cut very
small. Cereals and oilseeds are average
to excellent. Dugouts are extremely low
and some are getting theirs deepened.
Early shipping of calves is planned.
Here in southern Sask, there has been
just a few drops of rain at different
times for a month, so things are very
dry. Pastures are crunchy dry and
dugouts dropping daily. Harvest is
progressing far faster than normal as
most of the crops are dry enough to
straight combine without desiccating
them. Perhaps this is a bonus as there
is less chemical used and therefore less
money spent on being able to harvest
the grain crops. Yield appears to be
average, so the money not spent on
chemicals goes into the pockets of the
farmers. Cattle prices are ‘’average’’ to
poor as well. We sold some older cows
and their calves a couple of weeks ago
and got a ‘’reasonable’’ price for them.
The sad part very well may be those
further west who are even drier than us
with less prospect of getting any kind of
feed, except the expensive, trucked in
kind. There may be one nasty sell off
in the fall, so expect retail meat prices
to drop? NOT on your life, because by
the next month or so, there will be a
shortage as they process the so called
excess.

from
the

This summer and fall may prove to be
interesting and anxious times for the
cattle industry as impacts from President
Trump’s world-wide trade war get closer
to home. It’s so volatile and random that
by the time the newsletter arrives in
your mailbox, a major trade retaliation
against Canadian cattle and beef may
have already been announced by the US
government. Don’t presume cattle and
other food exports are immune to the
retaliatory trade war wrath. Trade targets
will expand if Canada does not capitulate
to NAFTA ultimatums.
The Man/Sask association has sold most
of the available yearling bulls offered for
sale this spring. We are still involved in
the 4-H movement with a gratuity given to
any member who has a Blonde influenced
calf to show. The next meeting will be the
annual one held in April of next year.
The Man/Sask Association.
by Pat Filz

ONTARIO
As mentioned for the
summer newsletter
submission, time is
moving very fast.
Summer is already
behind us and now looking forward
to a very busy fall here in Ontario .
The Ontario Board is fine tuning the
finishing touches for the National
event. Things are coming together very
well. Most Breeders have picked those
calves and Yearlings that are standing
out in their eyes and preparing for the
shows and Fall Sales.
A very aggressive Ontario advertising
and Promotion program is well underway and I believe it is working well to
get those links to commercial cattle,
and other purebred producers.
Fairs have started across Ontario and
we have many breeders from the East,
Mid and Western areas participating.
It’s always great to talk to the folks

PROVINCES
walking through questioning the breed
and how they are so impressed with the
breed’s beauty. Keep up the great work
for those breeders that are making this
happen. Ontario is seeing a few new
comers that seem very energic and
we will be sure to see more of them
at future events. It is sure a great time
when we all get together.
Thanks to Crystal Farms for hosting the
annual Summer Picnic. Great food and
top-quality cattle were viewed. Many
past stories were shared of Blonde
Cattle happenings amongst the group.
An example was the vintage/Original
Ball Cap that Bob Thomas was wearing.
He made it clear that it was not for sale
and the story of the times when the
Ontario Blondes purchased them back
in the 70’s. The popular Manure Fork
goes to the new home of Donaleen
Blondes. Some may have seen pictures
of Don Playing Music with it. Who
would have known that the fork had so
many functions? The Ferguson family
sure know how to host a top-quality
event.
Hastings Plowing Match was well
represented with the Blonde Booth.
Thanks to Kirk McGee and Eric Doran
and other crew members with your
time for preparing for this event.
As I wrote in the last newsletter, I
encourage all to use the Ontario
Blonde Facebook site to stay informed
with future events or view pictures of
the past events.
Some have noticed a change to the
newly revised CLRC website. Be sure
to give it a try and learn/ask for help
when it is needed.
Ontario Looks forward to seeing as
many as possible at this year’s National
Making Memories.
by Paul Fee

QUEBEC
Nouvelles de l’Association Blonde
d’Aquitaine du Québec
Le 17 mars 2018 nous
avons eu l’assemblée
annuelle des membres,
Gilbert Gauthier a
été réélu président,
Clémence Landry vice-présidente et les
directeurs sont Dominic Ager, Ryland
Cleary, Laurent Desrosiers, Louis-Philippe
Lalande et L. Pierre Léger n’hésitez pas
de les appeler pour discuter de la race et
de l’association.
Le Pique-nique des 3 races (Blonde
d’Aquitaine, Parthenais et Piémontais) a
eu lieu le 4 août 2018 à la Cabane à sucre
du Coteau suivi par une visite de la Ferme
Lalande SENC à St-André d’Argenteuil.
Voici quelques photos.
En espérant vous voir à l’Expo Boeuf
Victoriaville du 5 au 7 octobre
par Maureen Landry, secrétaire

News from the Québec Blonded’Aquitaine Association
On March 17, 2018, we held our annual
general meeting. Gilbert Gauthier was
re-elected president, Clémence Landry
vice-president and the directors are
Dominic Ager, Ryland Cleary, Laurent
Desrosiers, Louis-Philippe Lalande and
L. Pierre Léger. Feel free to call them to
discuss the breed and the association.
The annual picnic took place on August
4, 2018 at la Cabane à sucre du Coteau
followed by a visit of la Ferme Lalande
SENC in St-André d’Argenteuil. There
were members of the 3 breeds (Blonde

d’Aquitaine, Parthenais and Piémontais).
Here are some pictures.
Hoping to see you at Expo Boeuf in
Victoriaville from October 5th thru
October 7th.
by Maureen Landry, secretary

Performance Program Update
As Blondes are a terminal (growth & muscle) beef breed, your CBDA Board considers
performance recording as a key component to our success moving forward. With this in mind
we have made some changes to they way the program is administered in order to increase
the speed at which the information flows back to our membership while keeping it very cost
effective for our smaller herds. For the 2018 calf crop (and moving forward) members will not
have to pay the subscription fee in order to have their calf information entered, or to receive
EPD’s for their recorded animals provided they use the specially designed Excel spreadsheets
that can be found on the Canadian Blonde website. Information must be typed into the sheet
electronically (not hand written), and then emailed directly to AgSights (formerly BIO). If your
herd has not been in the performance program before there may be some initial set-up fees
to enter pedigrees, etc. The Blonde Perfromance Program is run through AgSights in Ontario,
and we encourage everyone to get involved by sending in birthweights, calving ease and when
available weaning and yearling weights as well. All you need to get started is five calves of any
sex that were managed the same prior to birth and born within 90 days of one another. For
more information and forms please go to the CBDA website and look under the PerformancePerformance Program tab, or contact Reed Rigney (780-348-5308 or rigney@clearwave.ca)
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BLONDES ARE A GREAT FOUNDATION BULL TO USE WITH ANY BREED
Bred in muscle, lean beef, and fantastic dress out percentage.
All this with quiet, great dispositions and easy keepers.
THE MAN/SASK BLONDE ASSOCIATION
invites you to contact any of the following registered breeders:

levue Blondes
l
e
B Marcel Dufault
Box 67, Haywood MB R0G 0W0
204 379 2426 • cell 204 745 7412
fax 204 379 2426
mgdufault@gmail.com

Acre Blond
y
t
r
es
o

F Don Mehler & Pat Filz

P.O. Box 418, Lampman, SK S0C 1N0
306-634-2174 • Cell 306-421-6987
FortyAcreBlondes@sasktel.net

K

by Oak Farm
b
o
n
s

Stephen & Bernice Dmytriw
Box 64, Rapid City MB R0K 1W0
204 826 2661 • cell 204 761 1501
fax 204 826 2661

In the spirit of cooperation, we will be pleased to offer assistance in order to give you the animal you desire.

2018 Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine Association

NationalEVENTS
Hosted by the

ontario blonde d’aquitaine association
In conjunction with Markham Fair and the 18th Annual ‘Cream of the Crop’ Sale017

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

SATURDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

OCT 28, 2018

SEPT 29, 2018

OCT 27, 2018

Markham Fairgrounds,
Markham, Ontario

Campbellford & Trenton

Ramada, Trenton, ON

1:00PM
18th Annual
‘Cream of the Crop’ Sale
Hoards Station Sale Barn

8:30AM to 9:00AM
Brunch provided by Ontario Blonde
d’Aquitaine Association

Cattle able to move into fairgrounds
evening before the show.

10:00AM
4H and Blonde d’Aquitaine
Youth Show
Noon
National Blonde
d’Aquitaine Show

6:00PM
Banquet Dinner
‘Harvest East’ Room,
Ramada Trenton

9:00AM
Registration Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine
Association Annual Meeting ‘Harvest
East Room’

Motions for By-law ammendments must be recieved by Reed Rigney, Secreatry of the CBDA, by September 15, 2018. They must be signed by two members in
good standing of the CBDA. Nominations for Board members can also be forwarded to Reed Rigney, or may be made from the floor of the meeting itself.

Please RSVP for the Banquet Dinner with Eric Doran by August 15, 2018.
bogartcattlecompany@gmail.com or 613-438-2599
There is a block of rooms at the RAMADA HOTEL in Trenton for Friday, October 26th and Saturday, October 27th. The cost is $108/night + HST for queen or double
rooms. Alterations may be made at specific request for additional cost. The block will close on September 15th, 2018. The Ramada is right off the 401 at the Glen
Miller Road. exit. Please call 613-394-4855 to confirm your reservations.
There are rooms available at the COMFORT INN in Markham (Woodbine Ave.) for the National Show. Please book in plenty of time, there is no block reserved. This
is the recommended hotel by the fair, mention you are attending the Marrkham Fair and they will apply a discount. Please call 905-477-6077 to book your rooms.

For more information,
questions or concerns
PLEASE CONTACT ONE OF
OUR BOARD MEMBERS

ERIC DORAN

Show & Sale
(613) 438-2599
bogartcattlecompany@gmail.com

NICHOLAS BOYD

National Meeting
(519) 835-9099
oneoakblonde@gmail.com

WEST WIND
BLONDES

Want guaranteed polled Blonde Calves?
Order your homozygous polled fullblood semen from:

• West Winds Rainer 11R • West Winds Workman 94W
• West Winds Beau 9B • West Winds Breaker 36B
Thank you to all Embryo Buyers, we are now sold out of embryos.
BLONDE D’AQUITAINE CATTLE | MYRNA FLESCH
westwind@cciwireless.ca | Box 334, Stavely, AB T0L 1Z0 | 403-549-2371 | www.westwindblondes.ca

