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President’s Message

Message de la Présidente

Warm summer weather is upon us all, which itself brings a sense of
happiness and joy to humans and animals alike. By now, all the cattle
have headed out to pasture for the summer and most will be heavy
into hay season as this letter reaches you. Rick Drinkill finally put the
snowplow away, but not before getting some airtime on the local TV
station. The lifestyles of the rich and the famous!

Le temps chaud de l’été est arrivé, ce qui apporte un sentiment de bonheur et de
joie pour les humains et les animaux. À l’heure actuelle, tous les bovins se sont
dirigés vers les pâturages pour l’été et nous serons dans la saison des foins mais
que cette lettre vous atteint. Rick Drinkill a finalement serré le chasse-neige, mais
pas avant d’avoir obtenu du temps d’antenne à la station de télévision locale. La
vie des gens riches et célèbres!

I was reflecting recently on what turned out to be a
nightmare of a winter/spring calving season for myself.
Wallowing in my own self pity of losing 8 heifer calves
and 2 cows, I could not help but snap out of it when
I realized how truly fortunate I am for this to be the
worst of my luck. In the early months of this year, junior
member Kaylyn Rounds was involved in a horrific car
accident, which thankfully she survived and after having
a rod placed in her leg, is on her way to recovering, even
managing to complete her 4H projects thank to some
improvising. Past CBDA President Dave Kamelchuk was
involved in a terrible farm accident while putting feed
out to his cattle, leaving him in the hospital for a short
stay with a broken back. He too is well on his way to
recovery, and at last check he was on modified duty at
work and on the farm. Unfortunately, long time member Allen Plumton
suffered a major heart attack and passed away in the spring. While many
are likely aware of this, it remains a sad loss for the entire Canadian
Blonde d’Aquitaine Association community. The Blonde family extends
its deepest sympathies to his wife Teeny and the entire Plumton family.

Je réfléchissais récemment à ce qui s’est avéré être un
cauchemar de saison de vêlage hiver / printemps pour moi.
M’apitoyant d’avoir perdu 8 génisses et 2 vaches, je n’ai pas pu
m’empêcher de m’encourager quand j’ai réalisé à quel point
j’étais vraiment chanceux que ce soit le pire de ma chance. Au
cours des premiers mois de l’année, Kaylyn Rounds, membre
junior, a été victime d’un horrible accident de voiture.
Heureusement, elle a survécu et après avoir eu une tige de
placer dans sa jambe, elle est en train de se rétablir avec un
peu d’improvisation. Le président sortant de la CBDA, Dave
Kamelchuk, a été impliqué dans un terrible accident de
ferme alors qu’il distribuait de la nourriture à son bétail, le
laissant à l’hôpital pour un court séjour avec une fracture du
dos. Lui aussi est en bonne voie de guérison et enfin, il est
à temps partiel au travail et à la ferme. Malheureusement,
Allen Plumton, membre de longue date, a subi une grave crise cardiaque et est
décédé au printemps. Même si plusieurs en sont probablement pas au courant,
cela reste une triste perte pour toute la communauté de la Canadian Blonde
d’Aquitaine. La famille Blonde offre ses plus sincères condoléances à sa femme
Teeny et à toute la famille Plumton.

On a more vibrant side of things, the 2018 show season is upon us
and we hope to see many faces in the show rings across our nation.
The 2018 National will be hosted by the OBdAA in Markham and will
feature an excellent Junior show, along with a strong Open show. Make
sure to mark this on your calendars and have your cattle in top show
condition to battle for national bragging rights, The National AGM will
run in conjunction with the Cream of the Crop Sale this year, in hopes we
can have a well attended meeting. Details for all events will be posted
on all social media platforms, as well as appearing in print in many of
our mailouts. Be sure to circle the calendar so you can attend, have your
voice heard regarding any questions or concerns, and be informed of all
the ongoings the CBDA board has been working on throughout the year.

Sur un plan plus dynamique, la saison des expositions de 2018 est déjà
commencée et nous espérons voir de nombreux visages dans les différents
jugements du pays. Le championnat national 2018 sera accueilli par l’OBdAA à
Markham et présentera un excellent spectacle pour les juniors, ainsi qu’un fort
spectacle ouvert. Assurez-vous d’inscrire cela sur vos calendriers et de faire en
sorte que votre bétail soit dans la meilleure condition pour se battre pour les
droits nationaux de vantardise. L’AGA nationale se déroulera conjointement avec
le ‘’ Cream of the Crop’’ de cette année. Les détails de tous les événements seront
affichés sur toutes les plateformes de médias sociaux et apparaîtront également
dans plusieurs de nos envois postaux. Assurez-vous d’encercler les dates sur
votre calendrier afin que vous puissiez y assister, que votre voix soit entendue
au sujet de vos questions ou préoccupations et que vous soyez informé de tous
les efforts que le conseil d’administration de la CBDA aura déployé tout au long
de l’année.

While the summer gets busy for many, my hope is that it treats all of
us in the Blonde family well and brings many happy moments. While
farming and life often present many small peaks and large valleys, its
best to try to stay on that even keel. And as I reflect on what has been a
tough winter for many including myself, I will leave you all with one last
thought – Whatever is worrying you right now, forget about it. Take a
deep breath, stay positive and know that things will get better.

Alors que l’été nous garde occupé, mon espoir est qu’elle nous traite tous bien
dans la famille Blonde et qu’elle nous apporte beaucoup de moments heureux.
Alors que l’agriculture et la vie nous présentent des hauts et des bas c’est mieux
de rester égal à soi-même. Quand je pense à ce qui a été un hiver difficile pour
beaucoup, y compris moi-même, je vous laisserai tous avec une dernière pensée
- tout ce qui vous inquiète en ce moment, oubliez-le. Respirez profondément,
restez positif et sachez que les choses iront mieux.

All the best,

Bonne chance,

Nicholas Boyd

Nicholas Boyd

Traduction : Maureen Landry

Cover: Photo courtesy of Eric Doran (Bogart Cattle Company)
The Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine Association is not responsible for any claims
made in an advertisement appearing in this magazine.

NEWS
ALBERTA / BRITISH COLUMBIA

MANITOBA / SASKATCHEWAN

The spring in Alberta was a short
one this year. A very cold April
created difficulties for Ranchers
calving cows across the prairies. The
melt lasted about five days at the
end of April which casued flooding
in many areas as the ground was still
frozen and the water all ran to the
low spots and rivers. Things have
been dry since with many areas only
recieivng significant rains in the last
couple weeks. May in the Edmonton
area was the hottest on record with
many days over 25 degrees and very
windy. On the upside, margins for
cow/calf producers continue to be
well into the black and we hope they
continue for the fall run.

Hello fellow cattle fans.

The Alberta Blonde Bull Test was
completed in early April. Upper
Cache Blondes has the first and
second high gaining bulls. Both are
horned sons of the 2010 National
Junior Champion WSS Warden 21W
and indexed 122 and 107. In third
place with an index of 106, was a
horned FB son of 2013 National
Champion Crystal Youngblood
consigned by Little Creek Farms.
Willow Springs Stock Farm had the
top three bulls for weight per day
of age. Leading the way is a polled
FB ET son sired by the French AI sire
Usus with an index of 117. In second
and third are his maternal brothers
sired by French AI sire Papyrus. Both
are polled FB bulls and have indexes
of 102 and 100 respectively. Full
results are available on the Canadian
Blonde website or by contacting the
Alberta Blonde Association.
by Reed Rigney

In getting an important issue out
front, I will mention weather. Right
here in my area, we had sever
drought conditions to start the year.
There was no rain last fall and no
snow cover all winter, therefore the
situation was looking grim.
But things change. The rains came,
flooding some areas and doing
much good for others. Hay will be
available; perhaps not abundantly ;
but certainly better than the scenario
in early May.
The Man/Sask Association had their
yearly meeting in March at Knobby
Oak Farms house with coffee and a
delicious cake served. Dave Gerega
of Blue Diamond resigned and is
retiring from the Association. He will
be deeply missed as a contributing
member. Don Mehler was voted
in as a Director and Vic-president.
Next meeting will be in 2019 at
approximately within the same time
frame.
The Association will continue to
support 4-H members who have
Blonde influence cattle to show. The
National will have our support in
the fall meeting, show and sale by
sponsoring a class for the show.
There was some movement on
bull and heifer sales, but due to
the serious concerns about viable
pasture grazing and the worry that
a glut at the auction barns might
occur later this year, buyers were
slow to make a move to acquire

from
the

more animals. Things did look up a bit
later as Knobby Oaks sold 3 bulls to the
states, kudos to them. Bellevue and
Forty Acres also had some successful
sales of animals.Pastures were eaten to
the dirt in the fall and with no rain, it
looked like there would be a large sell
off. Once the rains came, all looked so
much rosier.
Farmers are always next year people or
you could say that is our way of keeping
our dreams and hopes alive. That is
what we do.
Have an excellent year and great sales
all year.
The Man/Sask Association.
by Pat Filz

ONTARIO
What an exciting year
for Ontario Blonde
Breeders. Hosting the
2018 Blonde National
Show and Sale. This
is a great year for Ontario Breeders
to show case their breeding programs
in venues through out the Summer
Show season with the Grand finally
in Markham for the National show.
Finishing off with the National Sale
and Canadian Blonde AGM in October,
Thanks to those that have Sponsored
a National Show Banner or Sponsored
the other Hospitality items,
Ontario held its AGM April 7 in
Bowmanville at Bobby C’S , We seen
a smaller Crowd for attendance ,
Good Conversions of future Blonde
Cattle Strategies . and a strong Mini
Auction, Thanks Dave McNevan for
the auctioneering service you provide.
Elections were held and once the dust
settled, we welcome a new director to
our board ,Rick Drinkill. Thankfully the

PROVINCES
momentum keeps moving forward As
Nicholas Boyd and Paul Ferguson let
their names stand for another term. A
huge thanks to Steve Acres for serving
the past 3 years as President. Good
Progress has been made in these times,
your efforts are appreciated.
Another Aggressive Advertising Program
is layout for The Blonde Breed in 2018,
along with specially formulated C0-OP
advertising packages available.
For the folks that are more computer
wise and the ones that are trying to
make more use of Computers, please
be sure to visit the Ontario Blonde
Facebook and website, it is a excellent
method to keep everyone up to date of
gatherings and notices,
Tickets for the 2018 Ontario Raffle are
issued, Results of this raffle fund the
Ontario Youth Programs, inquire with a
board member to purchase tickets.
I hope that all have success stories for
their 2018 Calf Crop. And I encourage
all to try to participate this year in as
many functions as possible,
Making Memories.
by Paul Fee

QUEBEC
Nouvelles de l’Association Blonde
d’Aquitaine du Québec
Le 17 mars 2018 nous
avons eu l’assemblée
annuelle des membres,
Gilbert Gauthier a
été réélu président,
Clémence Landry vice-présidente et les
directeurs sont Dominic Ager, Ryland
Cleary, Laurent Desrosiers, Louis-Philippe
Lalande et L. Pierre Léger n’hésitez pas
de les appeler pour discuter de la race

et de l’association. Nous souhaitons
la bienvenue à Louis-Philippe au
poste d’administrateur.

Autres Rendez-Vous 2018/Other 2018 Dates

Le Pique-nique 2018 aura lieu le
4 août 2018 à la Ferme Lalande
SENC à St-André d’Argenteuil. Pour
plus d’informations vous pouvez
visiter notre site Internet www.
blondaquitaineqc.com ou notre page
Facebook.

Expo St-Hyacinthe Fair:
du 26 juillet au 4 août
July 26 to August 4th

En vous souhaitant une belle saison,
Santé et prospérité.
par Maureen Landry, secrétaire

Expo Richmond Fair:
du 6 au 9 septembre
September 6th to the 9th

News from the Québec Blonded’Aquitaine Association

Expo de Brome Fair:
du 31 août au 3 septembre
August 31st to September 3rd

Expo Lindsay Fair (Ontario):
du 19 au 23 septembre
September 19th to the 23rd

Expo Boeuf Victoriaville:
du 5 au 7 octobre
On March 17, 2018 we held our annual October 5th to 7th
general meeting, Gilbert Gauthier was
re-elected president, Clémence Landry
vice-president and the directors are
Dominic Ager, Ryland Cleary, Laurent
Desrosiers, Louis-Philippe Lalande and
L. Pierre Léger feel free to call them
to discuss race and association. We
welcome Louis-Philippe as director.
The 2018 Picnic will take place on
August 4, 2018 at Ferme Lalande SENC
in St-André d’Argenteuil. For more
information you can visit our website
www.blondaquitaineqc.com or our
Facebook page.
Wishing you a beautiful season, Health
and prosperity
by Maureen Landry, secretary
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Breeder of the Year Award

The award will be presented annually at the CBDA “National” event
Nominations will open on July 1st, and must be received by August 1st each year.
Submissions should be sent to:
Nominations may be submitted by letter post or email.
The award year will run from August 1st to July 31st.
Kathleen Windsor
Nominator and nominee must be paid CBDA members in good standing for the years in question.
By Email:
Members may not nominate themselves, family members or those that they share memberships/
breeding programs with.
office@windsorgraphics.ca
An individual or an entire farm operation may be nominated.
The nominator will be responsible for making the case for the nominee, must present well written thoughts
By Mail:
and a list of facts detailing the nominees activities and accomplishments in service of the Blonde breed.
R R 2, Site 7, Box 50
Emphasis will be put on the 12 month period in question, however past accomplishments and involvement
Didsbury, Alberta
will not be overlooked.
Activities may include, but are not limited to: current year registrations, service on Blonde Boards, service
T0M 0W0
at Trade Shows, participation in CBDA and provincial events, participation and success in the show ring,
buying and selling of animals at Association sales, volunteer positions on behalf of the blondes (ie CLRC, fair
boards, beef committees, etc), participation in the BIO program, performance testing, new breeders they
have introduced to the breed, advertising of their animals in Association and outside publications, contributions to the 4H program.
Nominees will be assessed by a non-biased individual with in-direct ties to the breed, knowledge of purebred beef cattle operations and Associations.
Nominators/Nominees will remain anonymous, with the exception of the winning nominee.
The nominator of the winning nominee may also stay anonymous if they so choose, however the information they provide for the nomination may be used in articles/
speeches recognizing the winner.
The Breeder of the Year will receive an individual award, a short congratulations in the December newsletter and a full story on their operation in following years
“Blonde Connection”.

2018 Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine Association

NationalEVENTS
Hosted by the

ontario blonde d’aquitaine association
In conjunction with Markham Fair and the 18th Annual ‘Cream of the Crop’ Sale017

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

SATURDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

OCT 28, 2018

SEPT 29, 2018

OCT 27, 2018

Markham Fairgrounds,
Markham, Ontario

Campbellford & Trenton

Ramada, Trenton, ON

1:00PM
18th Annual
‘Cream of the Crop’ Sale
Hoards Station Sale Barn

8:30AM to 9:00AM
Brunch provided by Ontario Blonde
d’Aquitaine Association

Cattle able to move into fairgrounds
evening before the show.

10:00AM
4H and Blonde d’Aquitaine
Youth Show
Noon
National Blonde
d’Aquitaine Show

6:00PM
Banquet Dinner
‘Harvest East’ Room,
Ramada Trenton

9:00AM
Registration Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine
Association Annual Meeting
‘Harvest East Room’

Motions for By-law ammendments must be recieved by Reed Rigney, Secreatry of the CBDA, by September 15, 2018. They must be signed by two members in
good standing of the CBDA. Nominations for Board members can also be forwarded to Reed Rigney, or may be made from the floor of the meeting itself.

Please RSVP for the Banquet Dinner with Eric Doran by August 15, 2018.
bogartcattlecompany@gmail.com or 613-438-2599
There is a block of rooms at the RAMADA HOTEL in Trenton for Friday, October 26th and Saturday, October 27th. The cost is $108/night + HST for queen or double
rooms. Alterations may be made at specific request for additional cost. The block will close on September 15th, 2018. The Ramada is right off the 401 at the Glen
Miller Road. exit. Please call 613-394-4855 to confirm your reservations.
There are rooms available at the COMFORT INN in Markham (Woodbine Ave.) for the National Show. Please book in plenty of time, there is no block reserved. This
is the recommended hotel by the fair, mention you are attending the Marrkham Fair and they will apply a discount. Please call 905-477-6077 to book your rooms.

For more information,
questions or concerns
PLEASE CONTACT ONE OF
OUR BOARD MEMBERS

ERIC DORAN

Show & Sale
(613) 438-2599
bogartcattlecompany@gmail.com

NICHOLAS BOYD

National Meeting
(519) 835-9099
oneoakblonde@gmail.com

WEST WIND

BLONDES
British Columbia
Alberta
Saskatchewan
Manitoba
New Brunswick
Nova Scotia
Ontario
Quebec

Join those using West Wind Genetics

ACROSS CANADA, THE US AND WORLDWIDE!

England
Sweden
Finland
Denmark
Germany
Austria
Mexico
Colombia
Australia

Washington
Oregon
Colorado
Texas
New Mexico
Wisconsin
Minnesota
North Dakota
Ohio
Tennessee
Alabama

ORDER YOUR HOMOZYGOUS
SEMEN AND EMBRYOS TODAY!
Limited Supplies Available!

BLONDE D’AQUITAINE CATTLE | MYRNA FLESCH
EMAIL: westwind@cciwireless.ca

| Box 334, Stavely, AB T0L 1Z0
Phone 403-549-2371 | www.westwindblondes.ca

